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Bishop Alan washed the feet of the 2013 Peace and Justice Pilgrims 
as they made their way from Iona, Scotland, to 10 Downing Street 
through St Albans. Their journey was intended to raise awareness 
about the Government’s plan to spend £100 billion on renewing the 
Trident nuclear deterrent, while ‘slashing vital public services’.
Thei r  ar r iva l  in  St  A lbans 
followed closely after the Liberal 
Democrats had questioned the 
level of deployment of nuclear 
submarines and whether a direct 
replacement of the current ever-
ready deployment was needed.
Bishop Alan argues that when 
there is real competition for 
scarce resources, in particular 
to fund welfare needs for the 
most vulnerable, the programme 
cannot simply be rubber stamped 
or ring-fenced and go ahead 
without a public debate about 
priorities and how best to meet 
them.
He said: “The approach at the 
moment to considering our 
national budget cannot be to treat 
the Trident renewal as beyond scrutiny, especially as it is a fifty or sixty 
year commitment. Welfare reform is necessary, but the underlying 
principle should be a bias towards the poor. The Peace and Justice 
Pilgrimage has my support in trying to highlight this principle.”
Backing this call with action, he washed the feet of five pilgrims and 
joined in a short act of witness before receiving the pilgrims’ declaration. 
The pilgrims said: “The foot-washing was one of our highlights.  We 
started walking from the meeting house at about nine and walked 
to the magnificent Cathedral. Alan Smith, the Bishop, was there to 
greet us.  We stood in front of the main door in a circle and for a short 
silence, then he washed the feet of five pilgrims (which were pretty 
filthy already) in an earthenware bowl.”
The pilgrims left on the next leg of their journey which took them the 
following day to Downing Street, with veteran peace campaigner Bruce 
Kent, to meet the Prime Minister on 19th July, the culmination of 61 
days walking and prayer.
In March’s Presidential Addresses to the Diocesan Synod, Bishop 
Alan said: “We all accept that we have to cut public expenditure. The 
problem is where should the burden of the cuts fall? How much of 
these further cuts should fall on those claiming welfare (with the worry 
that this could push 200,000 children into poverty) or should others 
bear more of the burden? Should we be looking, for example, at the 
billions of pounds that are going to be spent on renewing Trident?”

Bishop’s point made in word and deedCamila Batmanghelidjh to give 
third Penal Affairs Lecture

The speaker at this year’s Diocesan Penal 
Affairs Lecture in October is celebrated 
for her commitment to some of the most 
disadvantaged children in the country. She is 
acknowledged as thought-provoking, and to 
some, controversial.
Her power comes from the experience and 
success she has in turning round the lives of 
emotionally damaged, neglected or abused 
children and young people. Her means, love.
“Children recover with unrelenting love,” is the 
motto of the organisation she founded and 
directs, Kids Company.
When she speaks, she speaks from experience 
and also with powerful intellectual insight into 
the suffering of children. For over twenty 
years she has been a pyschotherapist and 
she founded her first charity for children, ‘The 
Place to Be,’ in her twenties. In her thirties, she 
founded Kids Co in six converted rail arches 
in London. 
That was thirteen years ago and Kids 
Company’s work has survived because of 
committed staff and volunteers and because of 
funding from trusts and individuals, and lately 
from the Government, though State money is 
currently in short supply for any charity.
Altogether, Kids Company has raised more 
than £50 million to help some of the most 
vulnerable children in our communities. This 
year, 36,000 children have turned to Kids 
Company for help, double the number last year.
By comparison, that is not far short of the 
number of scouts and guides in the diocese.
Her work is widely endorsed: when he was 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams 
said: “Camila’s work with children who 
have suffered abuse, trauma and emotional 
deprivation is outstanding. To hear her reflect 
on their experience is always to have mind 
and heart expanded.”

Camila Batmanghelidjh will speak on “Criminality and yoyos: 
The neurobiology of trauma and its repercussions in antisocial 
behaviour” at the University of Hertfordshire on 1 October, as she 

delivers the 2013 Diocese of St Albans Penal Affairs Lecture.
details http://www.stalbans.anglican.org/faith/penal-affairs
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Bishop writes...   Not in my name 

Opening a church and village fete might easily be imagined to be part of a bishop’s brief - but taking part in a tug of war is certainly going the 
extra mile - or foot - as is often the critical measurement in such contests. Bishop Paul did both at Hertford Heath’s 150th birthday celebration.
The tug of war between the church and village, which the church has not won for some years now, benefitted from Bishop Paul’s 6+ feet 
and 16 stone. As he remarked beforehand, “Bishops are used to lending their weight to parishes when needed and this competition gives 
that a new meaning. I send congratulations to the people of Holy Trinity Church for serving the community of Hertford Heath for 150 years.  
They continue to seek ways to serve the people of the village as well as praying for them and providing a place of worship to which all are 
welcome.  Their desire is to build better links with the community in this generation and if I can help with that in any way including getting 
caked in mud that is my delight.”
Holy Trinity Church was started in 1862 and completed in 1863. The Illustrated London News of 26th September 1863 said: “In and about 
Hertford Heath there is a considerable population, chiefly of poor persons, whose parish church of All Saints Hertford, is too distant to secure 
regular attendance on the services of the Church and proper ministerial supervision.  Some portion of this population was provided for by 
services held in the Church school-room at Hertford Heath, and in a little chapel erected and supported by Mr F Johnson, one of the Professors 
at the late East India College. However, the want of a district church as a centre of attraction and unity was much felt; and this want has now 
been supplied. A new church (Holy Trinity)  has been erected on land given for the purpose by Marquis Townshend.”

Bishop Paul helps parish to tug-of-war victory in its 150th year

The Bishop of Hertford and the Revd Nick Sharp raise the cup with members of the church tug of war team

In February this year the Bishop of Norwich was giving evidence to the Public Bill Committee  of the House of Commons, and the subject was 
what is now the Marriage (Same-Sex Couples) Act 2013. Bishop Graham was answering a question from one of the Members of Parliament, 
which began “Do you accept that there are other views within the Church?” Here’s his reply:
“The Church of England has doctrine which is expressed in its canons which it believes to be consistent across time and with the teaching of 
Jesus Christ. I think that I have been ordained in the Church of England long enough to know that unanimity of view on anything is impossible 
to find, on this as on everything else. So no, certainly there is no unanimity of view, but there is a distinction between the doctrine of the 
Church of England and what people who belong to it think.”
In the Church of England we disagree about things. As a statement of the obvious this is right up there with ‘apples fall to the ground’ and ‘it 
gets cold in the winter’. We disagree about things. How well are we disagreeing at the moment? It’s an important question. Because by the 
tone and the style of our disagreement we commend our faith to those who listen to our arguments, or we bring it into disrepute. 
“Not in my name”. This phrase was born in the 9/11 aftermath in New York. Since 2003, when a million people demonstrated, gathered around  
it, against the Iraq War, it’s become common here too. “Not in my name”.  And I hear it quite a bit now in the Church too, used across a whole 
range of different issues. What does it mean?
It can mean, “I turn my back on this shower, the Church of England as a whole. They don’t speak for me. I have nothing to do with them 
really. Indeed I want everyone to know that I despise them for their…” (You can fill in the blank here. Blinkered conservatism? Wishy-washy 
liberalism? Trendy modernism? Insufferable literalism?) Meanwhile, thank God I’m right”.
Or it can mean “I want the Church of England, this family that I love, to change. They don’t speak for me, even though I remain one of them. 
So I commit myself to listen and to argue and to contend passionately for what I believe is right and to listen again, so that together we can 
come to a place where the Church speaks in our name once again. Meanwhile, maybe I’m wrong – but I have to be honest: I believe I’m right.” 
“There is a distinction between the doctrine of the Church of England and what people who belong to it think.” Yes, there is. That distinction 
does not come from blind and fearful obedience to the church’s doctrine, whatever its people might think privately. And it does not mean that 
we pick and choose the church we like, and to blazes with the choices of others, or with what we say together. 
No: it comes from the fact that the Holy Spirit is still speaking to the church – not just to bishops and theologians and Synods, but to the whole 
Church – and that God still leads us to all truth by means of what the medieval theologians called 
the sensus fidelium, the sense of the faithful. To discover that, the Church is called to disagree – 
to disagree its way to God’s wider and richer truth. And you and I are called to keep on pushing 
for what is true in our name, so that in the end we can see together what remains true, as well as 
what is surprisingly and freshly true, in God’s name.  

The Right Revd Paul Bayes
Bishop of Hertford

bishophertford@stalbans.anglican.org
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Beds. 
Ringers 

A team from St Albans Diocese has won the 
annual Ringing World National Youth Contest 
for the second time and there have only been 
three contests! A Hertfordshire team won the 
first competition.
Bedfordshire Young Ringers beat 15 other 
teams of under 19s from across the country 
on the eight bells at St Lawrence’s Church, 
York on Saturday 6th July.  The winning team 
of 8 ranged from 13  to 18 years old and came 
from St Andrew’s, Biggleswade; All Saints’, 
Leighton Buzzard; St Barnabas, Linslade and All Saints, Houghton Regis. The National Youth Contest was started 
as part of Ringing World’s centenary celebrations to promote ringing among young people.
The winners were presented with gold medals and the Whitechapel Trophy by Alan Hughes, Managing Director and 
co-owner of The Whitechapel Bellfoundry, the oldest manufacturing company in the UK, dating back to 1570, and 
the founders of Big Ben, the Royal Jubilee Bells and the famous Bow Bells. 
In addition to the 10 minute competition “test piece,” there was the opportunity for competitors and their supporters 
to ring the bells at other churches across York, to take part in handbell workshops, to ring on a miniature ring of bells 
erected especially for the event or to follow a series of Treasure Hunt-style clues leading participants around the 
city sights. For the Bedfordshire team and supporters, a particular highlight was a visit to the top of the bell tower at 
York Minster where a peal (4 hours of continuous ringing) was being rung by a band of ringers all aged 24 or under, 
including another Bedfordshire ringer, Nick Brown, from Clifton.
Across the diocese, a number of events for young ringers are held throughout the year. These include practices, 
outings locally and further afield, including visits to the training centre at Worcester Cathedral, and usually involve 
not only ringing and but also eating lots of cake. Any young ringers, of whatever ability, are always assured of a 
warm welcome. Details of these events are on the website of the Bedfordshire Association of Church Bellringers 
(www.bacr.co.uk) or contact the President, Sue Silver (president@bacr.co.uk). The Hertfordshire County Association 
of Change Ringers (www.hcacr.org.uk) administers The Ursula Fergusson Bequest which is a bursary awarded 
each year by the Association’s President to allow a young person to attend a ringing course - unusually two young 
ringers from Hemel Hempstead were chosen this year.The association are always keen to add new young ringers 
to their Hertfordshire bell towers so please contact David Gambling via email on dgambling@gmail.com to find a 
local bell tower near you.

This year’s Christmas Starts with Christ campaign aims to help reverse 
the increasing lack of awareness of the true meaning of Christmas.
The campaign will run from 1st December to Christmas day. Resources 
available include a new free-to-use logo, specially produced Christmas 
cards, a chocolate advent calendar with a copy of the Christmas story in 
the box and a national advertising campaign using posters and radio ads.
It might be difficult to believe, given healthy numbers attending services 
at Christmas, but knowledge of the Christmas Story is fading. Just 12 
per cent of adults know the nativity story; and 36 per cent of children 
do not know whose birthday is being celebrated during the festival.  
Some 51 per cent of people now say that the birth of Jesus 
is irrelevant to their Christmas. Is this a t ipping point?
A movement made up of some of the nation’s leading Christian 
groups, including the Church of England, the Evangelical 
Alliance, and the Children’s Society, is coming together because 
they recognise the opportunity to do something about this.
Leading the campaign is ChurchAds.net – the group behind the annual 
Christmas advertising poster campaigns. This year, recognising 
the urgency and importance of offering the Church something that 
can help save Christmas, the group has taken a new direction.

Part of this will be the first ever nationwide Christmas Starts Sunday 
on 1 December which kicks off the campaign and starts Advent. Arun 
Arora, Director of Communications for the Church of England“The logo 
is available for use free of charge, and the more churches that use it 
the greater the chance that we can cause the 51 per cent of people 
who say ‘the birth of Jesus is irrelevant to my Christmas’ to think again!” 
Download resources for your church, find out more about the campaign 
or help save Christmas, visit www.christmasstartswithchrist.com

Magna Carta makes 
its presence felt

Lincoln Cathedral’s Magna Carta, which is the only one of four 
originals to travel, is on loan to St Albans Cathedral until 29th August 
to celebrate St Albans  Cathedral’s part in its creation nearly 800 years 
ago. In two years time, there will be national celebrations to mark the 
800th anniversary.
In August 1213, St Albans Cathedral was the venue for the very 
first meeting between barons and clergy to discuss their grievances 
against King John. This historic meeting ultimately led to the articles 
that became Magna Carta, sealed at Runnymede two years later.
The Mayor of St Albans, Cllr Annie Brewster, pictured above with 
Canon Kevin Walton, said: “I am very excited about the Magna Carta 
coming to our beautiful city.  In a way we are bringing the Magna 
Carta home – the story all started here.  The Cathedral, with all its 
religious and historical significance is the perfect place to see the 
Magna Carta and to contemplate how very lucky we are to live in a 
place where fairness, justice, equality and human rights are the norm 
rather than the exception.  I hope as many people as possible will 
have the opportunity to visit St Albans Cathedral this August to see 
it for themselves and to take part in all the other fabulous activities.”
For many, the exhibition is a once in a lifetime opportunity to view this 
extraordinary document and the accompanying exhibition. Many who 
came to see it over the first weekend reported learning something new 
about it or the period of history to which it relates or the significance 
of the Magna Carta nationally and internationally to the advance of 
the rule of law and good governance. 

What did a logo 
ever achieve?

St Mary’s Church 
Clophill MK45 4BE 

invite you to their 
Village Scarecrow Festival 

Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th September 
with proceeds to the Church. Free parking. 

This event involves the whole community with scarecrows 
exhibited around the village Coffee, lunches and teas will 
be served in the Church from10am Saturday and 12noon 

Sunday ‘til 4pm Programme/map £3 available on 
The Green, at the Church and Methodist Church. 

Further details: 01462 815433

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote SR0913

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN
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The celebrations of Dunstable 

Priory’s 800th anniversary come 
to a climax in October.

Here are some of the events 
leading up to the finale.

 DUNSTABLE PRIORY
Friday 18th October  

800th Anniversary of the Dedication of the 
Priory.

      Festival of Dedication Eucharist 7.30pm, 
all welcome

Saturday 19th October 
2.00pm - 4.00pm Tea at the Ritz 

(Priory Style)

High class afternoon tea, served in the 
Priory Church, including a glass of sparkling 
wine on arrival and “Palm Court style” 
musical entertainment, Tickets available 

from Priory Church House.

Sunday 20th October 
Closing Service  Town Celebration 4.30pm,

     Preacher: The Bishop of St Albans,

www.medievaldunstable.org.uk

For the first time, The Three Choirs Concert, a regular part of the St 
Albans international Organ Festival, brought together the boy & girl 
choristers and layclerks of Salisbury Cathedral, St Albans Cathedral 
and York Minster. They were conducted by David Halls, Andrew Lucas 
and Robert Sharpe and among performance included Victoria’s 12-
part Magnificat, Duruflé’s Requiem, and works by Gabrieli, Monteverdi 
and Britten.
After conducting the combined choirs singing Duruflé’s Requiem, 
Andrew Lucas, Master of the Music at St Albans Cathedral, was visibly 
delighted with their performance.
The Organ Festival’s 50th anniversary included among the jury the 
first ever winner of the interpretation prize, Susan Landale.
The Interpretation Prize  was won by Simon Thomas Jacobs from the 
UK, who read music as Organ Scholar at Clare College, Cambridge 
and is now Fellow in Sacred Music at Christ Church Cathedral, 
Indianapolis.
TheTournemire Prize winner for Improvisation was awarded to 
Martin Sturm from Germany who is an organist, pianist, conductor 
and composer.  He is currently studying at the University of Music, 
Würzburg. See www.organfestival.com for more.

Easter Monday 
Pilgrimage will be 70 

next year

Next year sees the 70th anniversary of the Easter Monday Pilgrimage, 
an event unique to our diocese which brings together people from 
different traditions, age groups and areas.  It began as a specific 
invitation from the bishops to those young people who had been 
confirmed in the previous 12 months, but it wasn’t long before others 
were drawn in and year after year people kept coming - as some 
pilgrims’ collection of badges makes plain!
Being invited by the bishops to join them at the Cathedral to celebrate 
the risen Christ remains at the heart of EMP, and in 2014 we want 
to go back to the event’s roots and enable more young people to 
participate, both by making the journey to the Cathedral and taking 
part in the pilgrimage service. Bishop Alan said:
“Pilgrimage is always an outward sign of our willingness to go deeper 
into God and to grow in faith.  The Easter Monday Pilgrimage is, and 
of course always will be, for all in the diocese whatever age they may 
be, but it’s a particular opportunity to encourage our young people 
to engage with that same journey, and consider where God may be 
calling them to serve him.  It would be fantastic if every parish could 
be represented in 2014, and for every congregation to send out new 
younger pilgrims, as well as those who have made the journey many 
times over the years!”

‘First’ for Three Choirs as 
boys, girls and layclerks 

sing together

Before… After… 

RESTORE… 
 Any picture 
 Any size 
 Faded 
 Damaged 
  
 Enhance 
 Enlarge 
 Print 

Contact: tony@mypicturesrestored.com 
Mobile: 07517.437.689 

www.mypicturesrestored.com 

Before… After… 

MyPicturesRestored.com 

There is none like you, O Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)
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The Revd Nick Sharp, Team Vicar, Holy 
Trinity Hertford Heath writes:

“I run an enquirer’s course in a pub from 
time to time. I like to ask the people on the 
course for the questions they want to discuss, 
and one of the options I give is “What do 
Christians think about …?”
You’re meant to fill in the dots with the issue 
that interests you. You know, gay marriage, 
euthanasia, drugs, that sort of thing.
But recently, one man said, “No, I just want 
to know what Christians think about. What 
do you think about all day? What’s going on 
inside your heads?”
It seems that for him, Christians were almost 
an alien species.
Francis Spufford’s book might have been 
written for him. 
It’s a brilliant attempt to get under the skin of 
a Christian, specifically of a man who used 
to be an atheist but now is an Anglican. He 
describes what it feels like to be a Christian, 
what it feels like to pray, what it feels like to 
listen to Richard Dawkins more often than 
you would choose.
Yes, there’s a lot about Richard Dawkins 
in there, which Christian readers will cheer 
about, but there’s plenty for those who are 
definitely not Christians and who think that 
those that are must be very odd indeed.
Spufford’s translation of “sin” into something 
that can be understood by everyone is 
brilliant, but too rude to be printed here!
There is a lot of swearing in this book, and 
if that bothers you, you won’t like it. But get 
beyond that, and what you’ll find is a witty, 
entertaining education into why, despite 
everything, Christianity still makes surprising 
emotional sense.”

‘Unapologetic’ is available in a hardback or 
paperback edition. SBN: 9780571225224
Published: 07.03.2013 by Faber & Faber

Book 
ReviewTwenty-five years ago no one put 

the words “fair” and “trade” together. 
Twenty-five years ago there was no 
Fairtrade brand (it will be 20 years old 
in 2014 and now it is a well recognised 
and strong brand, with over £1.5 billion 
worth of Fairtrade marked goods sold 
in the UK during 2012. The market 
has grown from around £60 million a 
decade ago, with the trade in bananas 
and sugar products, now familiar in 
supermarkets, responsible for over 
half of that growth. (Note: some fairly 
traded goods fall outside the brand).
Sales in churches are an important 
part of the story, not least because 
in many places, the fair trade journey 
began with a Traidcraft table after 
church. A couple from Bedford have 
made a singular contribution to the 
story of fair trade in this diocese, in 
just that way.
Twenty-five years ago Brenda and 
Lionel Mayoh thought they were 
merely running a table in the church 
hall at St. Andrew’s, Bedford to sell 
toilet rolls, coffee, tea and some 
stationery. The then curate’s wife 
had started the whole idea of selling 
Traidcraft goods, but curates move on and 
someone had to take over............
In 2013, as the Mayohs look back on their 
years of devotion to fair trade, the table has 
become St. Andrew’s well stocked shop, open 
three times a week. 
There have been annual fair trade fashion 
shows with models from the congregation. 
There have been Christmas displays that have 
taken over their entire home; there was the 
year when there were so many customers they 
had to send some home. Or the time when 444 
bottles of wine were sold – goodness knows 
what the neighbours thought as boxes were 
collected. There have been umpteen pop-up 
events from the Wrest Park Garden Show to 
tiny church halls. The Mayohs have popped 
up in schools, village halls and with all sorts 
of organisations: spreading the word about 
the movement and selling foods and unusual 
craft items. 
Brenda loves selecting products: one year 
they even went on holiday via Traidcraft’s 
HQ in Gateshead to view stock and then they 
spent the rest of the week driving around with 

purchases in the boot. 
Brenda has developed strong relationships 
with all her suppliers but in particular with Lynn 
Herron of the Fair Deal World Shop in Luton. 
She has created a team of twenty volunteers 
without whose enthusiasm she says it would 
not have been possible. Brenda reckons 
fair trade sales have been about £450,000 
during her career with the movement: what an 
achievement.  But for Brenda this is irrelevant; 
what matters to her is knowing that producers 
receive fair recompense for their products and 
can create a better life for their families and 
communities.
The Mayohs have decided that the time has 
come to retire from the management of this 
amazing enterprise. From 1 August the PCC of 
St. Andrew’s, Bedford took over responsibility 
for developing the legacy and promoting fair 
trade to customers and the community.
Elizabeth Toogood, who is chairing the 
management group for Fairtrade at St 
Andrew’s, as the shop will now be known, said: 
“Brenda and Lionel will be hugely missed. We 
are immensely grateful for their perseverance, 

their leadership and Brenda’s day to 
day faithful commitment.”
A service on 4 August included a 
celebration of their contribution. 
Bishop Alan sent a message which 
said: “I want to thank you for your 
commitment to the cause and the vast 
amounts of time and energy you have 
given to it over the years. It is vital that 
issues of justice and trade are kept at 
the forefront of our thoughts.” 
Mags Vaughn, the CEO of Traidcraft 
also sent a message: “It gives me 
immense pleasure to add my voice 
of thanks to the amazing work carried 
out by Brenda and Lionel for so many 
years.  They are examples to us all of 
how to live out our lives in the service 
of people and communities across the 
world – people they may never meet.  
Brenda and Lionel’s commitment to 
seek for justice in trading systems, 
to support the disadvantaged and to 
encourage others to do the same is 
truly remarkable and demonstrates 
the attitude of a servant heart.  On 
behalf of Traidcraft – the Traidcraft 
staff all of the producers who Traidcraft 
works with, can I pass on my thanks 

and wish you God’s blessing.”
In the service, the new management team 
and the community of volunteers were 
commissioned to take the work forward. The 
mission remains the same: a fair price to 
producers who can then improve the lives of 
their families and communities. The team has 
big shoes to fill but there are plans in hand to 
craft new ways of working in the twenty first 
century – a comprehensive website, ordering 
on line etc.
The shop will continue to be open on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Sundays (See http://www.
standrewsbedford.org for times) and will 
continue to do pop-up events. Contact  St 
Andrews if you want them to do one for you. 
And also contact them if you want to be a 
volunteer and join the laughter.
How is fair trade moving forward in your 
church? - stories to comms@stalbans.
anglican.org - please.
Follow Fairtrade at St Andrews on Twitter 
@StA_Fairtrade. Email  at fair trade@
standrewsbedford.org or telephone Liz 
Toogood on 01234 273644.

New Grove Booklet 
offered as MAP aid
The Revd Matthew Swires-Hennesey former 
Luton Curate, now Associate Minister at St 
Peter’s Church, Farnborough, Hants., has 
written a Grove Booklet, ‘Connecting Vision 
and Worship, W125. He has offered it as a 
resource for any involved with Mission Action 
Planning and seeking to respond to Living 
God’s Love.

From table-top to shop: Bedford 
Couple’s 25-year ministry of fair trade

Fairtrade Pioneers: Brenda and Lionel Mayoh

St Boniface rewards 
Alex’s Anglican odyssey

A l e x  Tw e l l s ,  a  R e a d e r  i n 
Chorleywood, read about St 
Boniface’ Trust’s essay competition 
in See Round and entered.
The competition invited entrants to 
write about ‘Why I am an Anglican 
and believe I will remain so.’ The 
Trust’s view was that a clearer 
understanding of what it is to be an 
Anglican might help dispel some of 
the increasing divisions between 
Anglicans and Roman Catholics.
 Sixty-four entries were received, 
a m o n g  t h e m  A l e x ’ s .  T h e 
competition’s judges wrote to him 
to say that his was one of the 
few received from  an evangelical 

perspective and was a Runner-Up. The Revd Callan Slipper, 
Ecumenical Facilitator for the County, was also a Runner-Up. Alex 
wrote recently to See Round to say that the winning entries were now 
available to read on the Trust’s website, www.stbonifacetrust.org.uk/
essay-competition.html adding “But for reading See Round I would 
never have known about the competition!   Thank you.”

Emma Critchley has been 
appointed Pastoral and 
Advisory Secretary.
She said: “As I originally 
started working in the 
Diocesan Office almost 
24 years ago, I hope I 
don’t need too much 
introduction. Over the 
years I have worked with 
the Diocesan Synod 
and  i t s  boa rds  and 
committees, trusts, the 
DAC and Mission and 
Pastoral Committee. I 
have also worked on 
projects concerning land 
registration and chancel 

repair liability. I am very much looking forward to continuing to 
develop the work of the team involved with the DAC and Mission 
and Pastoral Committee, in the same spirit of supporting all that is 
done in parishes and deaneries.”

New Advisory Committee 
Secretary Appointed
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How do we incorporate the words said at the 
Eucharist,   ‘Take, eat, this is my body given 
for you.’ into our daily lives?
Christians are called to give and to serve 
others with whatever talent we have, time, 
skills, or money and for us, giving is often 
easier than receiving, which seems peculiar 
(although I confess I find it hard to receive 
too!) because we are receivers of the 
greatest gift ever, God’s unconditional love in 
Jesus Christ.    We are called to be like Jesus 
and to give freely, but you cannot freely give 
unless someone freely receives! If we are all 
hung up on receiving the giving won’t flow.
Not so long ago I was unemployed for over 
two years, and giving and receiving were 
prominent in my life. The Government 

gave me benefits and I gave a lot of time 
and effort to finding a job. I also gave my 
time in voluntary work, both for the Church 
and secular organisations. I received much 
pleasure from this and it helped me to retain 
confidence in my abilities. At the same time, 
my giving helped others to have confidence 
in themselves and to feel affirmed. This 
was the positive side of being unemployed, 
having enough time to make a difference in 
my community.
There were many negative aspects, as all 
who have been or who are unemployed 
will tell you. The major negative for me was 
financial difficulty, trying to survive on the 
Jobseekers allowance over a length of time. 
It is possible, as so many politicians and 
media articles have said, but just. I actually 
like budgeting and setting myself challenges, 
but I didn’t like the way receiving  Jobseekers 
Allowance made me feel long term.
Living in a rural area,  I struggled to keep my 
car going but it was the passport to the hope 
of finding a job. With enough money for basics 

only, there was none extra for replacing worn 
out or broken household items, for birthdays, 
Christmas, school trips or for simply joining in 
with social events.
It made me feel like an outcast; someone 
living on the edge of society. I could not live 
up to the ethical standards I would have liked 
to either: there was no way I could afford to 
buy ethically produced food. There was a 
compromise, a forced altering of living out 
beliefs. Choice was taken away and I felt 
caged, controlled and helpless.
I asked God for help, to find a job, with 
budgeting my finances, from others to 
understand and to offer help to me. I asked 
for help in being patient and trusting too. 
Interestingly I did not ask for grace so that I 
could ask other people for help, nor did I ask 
people directly. I felt uncomfortable about 
asking, as if I didn’t deserve it, as if it would 
be improper, as if I would offend them. Plus 
there was the risk of rejection, or worse that 
they would feel obliged.
The only time I asked for financial help was 

Poverty and Riches 
in the News

Bishop Alan 
turns ‘aspirations’ 
into ‘plan of action’ 

Diocese’s landmark project takes 
part in national Poverty Pilgrimage

Bishop Alan won a small but significant 
amendment to a motion on Welfare Reform at 
the General Synod. The amended motion calls 
for a “renewed settlement between the state, 
the churches and civil society”, and for “close 
attention to the impact of welfare cuts on the 
most vulnerable, and for support for those not 
in a position to support themselves” and Bishop 
Alan’s amendment invited the Church to bring 
its proposals for how it might contribute to such  
a new settlement to next summer’s meeting 
of the General Synod. It was accepted by the 
Synod and had the effect of changing what he 
said were otherwise “only a set of aspirations,” 
into “a plan of action.”
The report being debated, Welfare Reform and 
the Church (GS 1897), described the present 
balance between state and voluntary action as 
having become distorted and commented that, 
contrary to the apparent direction of policy in 
the early days of the Coalition, “three years on, 
we have seen very little of The Big Society in 
policy or practical terms.”
Opening debate on the motion, the proposer, 
Mr Philip Fletcher, said: “We don’t claim… 
that the whole responsibility for the welfare of 
our citizens should fall on the shoulders of the 
state – on the contrary, we would welcome a 
properly thought-through settlement between 
the state and the voluntary structures of society, 
including the Church, as a way of building up 
communities and promoting neighbourliness.”
The amended motion as passed was:
‘That this Synod, recognising that in times of austerity 
hard choices must be made between competing 
priorities, and acknowledging that reform of welfare 
systems is essential:
• Affirm the need for a renewed settlement between 

the state, the churches and civil society in pursuit 
of social solidarity and the common good;

• Invite the MPA Council to consider how the 
Church of England can better contribute to this 
new settlement, making recommendations to the 
General Synod by July 2014;

• Encourage Her Majesty’s Government to found 
such reform on the principle of a bias towards 
the poor;

• Call on politicians to pay close attention to the 
impact of welfare cuts on the most vulnerable, and 
call for support for those not in a position to support 
themselves and, in doing so, to consider whether 
the ring-fenced provision of universal benefits may 
be becoming the enemy of targeted benefits;

• Decry the misleading characterisation of all welfare 
recipients as ‘scroungers’; and

• Commend those across the churches who 
are working to support those most in need.’

Good news 1: Receipts from the parish share 
continue to pour in each month. For the first six 
months of this year the receipts into the Board 
of Finance were running at more than 3% in 
actual cash terms than for the same period last 
year, and in terms of what was requested, there 
was an increase in what was given. In spite 
of the fact that many are having difficult times 
financially, this is wonderful news for which we 
should give thanks.
Good news 2: This has enabled us to fulfil 
the part of our Diocesan strategy to gradually 
increase the numbers of stipendiary clergy 
in our parishes. So we now have one more 
curate than we did a year ago and three more 
ordination candidates will commence their 
training this autumn. As more and more clergy 
reach retirement age over the next 10 years, 
so this diocese through the generosity of our 
parishioners, will be equipped to carry on the 
work of the Gospel in parishes, schools and 
chaplaincies in the future.

David Nye

‘Giving and 
Receiving’

Giving Thanks for Generosity and Growth

All Saints South Oxhey and its ASCEND 
project  welcomed the Poverty Pilgrimage on 
its way to Westminster.
The pilgrims were four people from Manchester 
Diocese who were gathering stories from 
places along their route of the real experience 
of people living in poverty and coping with 
changes  in benefits and disability support. 
Some of these changes affect the poorest 
and most vulnerable in soicety and their first 
hand experience is not always heard. It is 
clear that policy-making can improve through 
hearing and taking account of such stories. An 
example is that children receiving free school 
meals during term-time were found to be going 
hungry during the holidays. The pilgrims took 
with them stories from the experiences of ASCEND clients, especially about assessments for 
disability benefits which have recently been outsourced to an agency and where the careful 
and detailed assessments which are remembered from before have been replaced by what 
seem, to those facing them, to box-ticking or form-filling exercises which do not take full account 
of someone’s circumstances.
The Church has always been a voice for the voiceless. That task continues in the twenty-first 
century.

St Lawrence of Rome presented the Prefect with a crowd of the poorest people when asked by 
him for the Church’s riches, remarking: “These are the treasures which I promised to show you.” 

ASHBOURNE 
DERBYSHIRE 

 
 

Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

 Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
 www.conifercottage.biz 

01727 751070

 

Holidays at Home

VALE OF EVESHAM
STATIC CARAVAN

Self catering, 6 berth, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
bedding and bed linen provided, well equipped 

kitchen, central heating, ‘sun trap’ decking, TV, DVD, 
peaceful rural location, ideal for holiday, touring base 

or relaxing break/retreat. 
For availability Tel: Tricia 01386 462220

Please quote ‘Van 8’. Discount for clergy.

Why not visit and see our range of:
• New extended gift range 

including Christian Occasions

• Greetings Cards

• Sunday School Material

• Church Supplies

• Christian Books, Bibles and Reading Notes

• New range of Church Music CD’s

• Customer orders taken

Serving the community for 21 years

Email: bookshop@wayinn.com
Web: www.wayinn.com

Open Mon - Sat
9:00 - 5:30

Tel: 01442 870768

Time to 
take a 

break?

WWW.CROSSRHYTHMS.CO.UK/DIRECT
 OR CALL 01782 251000

Thousands of CDs and DVDs at only £9.97
And thousands of CDs and DVDs now have FREE POSTAGE

Check out thousands of amazing books and DVDs...

Do your shopping 
in comfort and confidence 
at Cross Rhythms Direct.  

Music, books and DVDs for life...
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READERS - 16th June 2013

The following Readers were Admitted and Licensed on 16th June 2013 
at St Andrew’s Church Bedford, by the Bishop of Hertford:
Anthony Archer to Berkhamsted Team Ministry; Gill Barrett to St 
Lawrence, Bovingdon; Christine Elcombe to St Swithun, Sandy; 
Simon Gutteridge to Potton w. Sutton and Cockayne Hatley; Brad 
Holland to Christ Church, Ware; Tricia Humber to Ouzel Valley Team  
Ministry; Paul Littlefair to St Lukes, Bricket Wood; Andrew Marsh 
to St Nicholas, Harpenden; Becky Mynett to Bishop’s Hatfield Team 
Ministry; Victoria Shane to St Thomas a Becket, Clapham; Kerry 
Smith to Totternhoe, Stanbridge and Tilsworth; Diana Stretton to 
St Andrew’s, Bedford; Rosemary Watkins to Chipping Barnet Team 
Ministry; Jan Weedon to St Anne with St Christopher, Luton.
Licensed to this diocese: Colin Crowhurst to St Andrew’s, Hertford.

The Bishop of Hertford installed Rev James 
Duncan Campbell, Vicar of Christ Church, 
North Watford (incorporating St. Mark’s) on 
Tuesday 4th June. A crowded congregation 
including a coach full of supporters from 
Chells, Stevenage. The new vicar welcomed 
members of the congregation and the 
Chairman of Watford Borough Council.

Two New 
Vicars (2) 

when my car broke down and needed major 
work. My then vicar suggested I ask my 
Deanery Welfare Fund for help, which I did, 
reluctantly. They did pay for my car’s repairs 
for which I am extremely grateful.
When I had been unemployed for just over 
eighteen months a friend from church said 
she felt led to give me a cheque. This was a 
wonderful answer to prayer as I had reached 
crisis point in my finances. I don’t know what 
would have happened if God hadn’t of put it 
in her heart to help me, or if she hadn’t acted 
on her hunch. Although I was desperate, it 
was still hard for me to receive the cheque.
Surely receiving shouldn’t be so hard? Why 
is it I felt so unable to ask for help? Maybe 
as a society we need to rethink our attitudes 
to giving, receiving, asking and being asked.  
Personally I’d like the Government to rethink 
their attitudes to Jobseekers Allowance and 
realise that one size benefits do not fit all. 
Everyone is different and has different needs. 
If we know people in our communities who 
are in need, whether it be in need of money, 

food, company or anything else, let us ask 
God to guide us how we can help and then 
act gracefully. 
If you are in need, please remember to ask 
for grace to receive and to ask. If you receive 
from others, you are allowing people to 
give, to be as Christ to you, to do as Christ 
commanded, to serve one another. There is 
grace in receiving as well as in giving.
As Christians, we are happy to receive the 
greatest gift ever of God’s love and the gift of 
Jesus. Why is it then that we are hesitant to 
receive from one another?
In the words of Richard Gillard’s hymn:  
                                  

  ‘Brother, sister, let me serve you,
 Let me be as Christ to you;

pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant, too.’

Deborah Rogers 
A member of 

St Mary’s Church Braughing    

PRIESTS – Saturday June 29th 2013

The following Deacons (see image top right) were ordained as Priests 
by the Bishop of St Albans:
Paul Boddam-Whetham to St Albans Christ Church, (SSM); 
Lesley-Ann Craddock to Hatfield Hyde; Lucy Dallas to Welwyn 
Team Ministry; Lucy Davis to Redbourn, (SSM); Nicholas Jones to 
Frogmore; Chrichton Limbert to Ouzel Valley Team Ministry; Keith 
Murphy to Ware Christ Church; Mark Newman to Eaton Socon; 
Rachel Pennant to Biggleswade; Michael Pilavachi to Watford St 
Peter (SSM) (Soul Survivor); Thomas Plant to Great Berkhamsted, 
Great Gaddesden, Little Gaddesden, Nettleden and Potten End; 

DEACONS – Sunday June 30th 2013

The following Ordinands (see image above right) were ordained 
Deacon by the Bishop of St Albans:
Andrew Croft to Langleybury St Paul (SSM); Peter Crumpler to 
Sandridge (SSM); Virginia (Ginni) Dear to Hertford Team Ministry; 
Nevsky Everett to Norton; Matthew Graham to Little Heath; David 
Short to Chorleywood Christ Church; Catherine (Kate) Sharples 
to Stevenage St Peter Broadwater; Shaun Speller to Harpenden St 
Nicholas; Nicholas Walsh to Luton Leswey St Hugh; David Warner to 
Abbots Langley; Robin (James) Webster to Broxbourne w Wormley:  
Joshua Young to Welwyn Garden City.

T h e  B i s h o p  o f 
Hertford instal led 
Rev Michele duSaire, 
Vicar of St Paul’s 
Chipper f ie ld  and 
Holy Cross Sarratt on 
Monday 3rd June. A 
pair of vintage buses 
ferried supporters 
between the two 
churches on a lovely 
summer evening.

New hands - new hearts

Two New 
Vicars (1) 

FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE

NATIONAL FRUIT 
SPECIALISTS

Over 300 apple varieties on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 
(4ft)Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 

Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more!

Prices held from 2010 & generous discounts

DEACONS NURSERY
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW 

01983 840750 (24hrs) Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk or visit our website

www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

20%discount until 30/9/13

L I M I T E D

THE PROFESSIONAL REMOVERS

PURPOSE BUILT DRY STORAGE WAREHOUSE 
CONTAINERISED STORAGE

DOCUMENT/ARCHIVE STORAGE & DATA 
SHREDDING TO CATER FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS

T: (01442) 863959   F: (01442) 862163
E: sdellandsons@btconnect.com   W: www.sdellandsons.com

SILVERDALE HOUSE  NORTHBRIDGE ROAD  BERKHAMSTED  HP4 1EG

PURPOSE BUILT DRY STORAGE WAREHOUSE 
CONTAINERISED STORAGE

DOCUMENT/ARCHIVE STORAGE & DATA 
SHREDDING TO CATER FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS

Award winning 

 

church furniture makers

Makers of quality bespoke 
 Church Furniture

www.fullers�nerfurniture.co.uk
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To book or for more details please call 

01752 364 186
*Terms & conditions apply.

FOR MORE DETAILS  PLEASE CONTACT PETER GOORD TRAVEL

• Stay overnight at Machu Picchu

• Visit the oldest private colonial mansion in Lima

•  Scenic Andean Explorer train journey from 
the altiplano to Cuzco

•  Explore the authentic Indian local market 
at Urubamba

In Machu Picchu, Peru has perhaps the most 
breathtaking archaeological site in the world. Yet 
it also offers a wealth of other magnifi cent sights: 
ancient, colonial and scenic. Staying in good hotels 
of great character with some free time to relax, this 
tour reveals Peru’s many wonders, including Cuzco 
and Arequipa, the Colca Canyon, Lake Titicaca and, 
of course, Machu Picchu. 

Book by 30 Sep. 13 Breakfast daily 7, l lunch and 1 dinner, 
departures 29 Sept - 10 Nov other discounted departure 
dates and prices apply, terms and conditions apply 

C U L T U R A L  T O U R S  T O  P E R U

TRAIN TO MACHU PICCHU (SUPERIOR)TRAIN TO MACHU PICCHU (SUPERIOR)TRAIN TO MACHU PICCHU (SUPERIOR)
GROUP | 15 DAYS / 12 NIGHTS FROM £2,852

SAVING UP TO £275
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Concerts & Drama

Open Days & Festivals

Event Listings

St Mary the Virgin & All Saints Potters 
Bar Lunchtime recitals starting 12.30pm and 
lasting 40 minutes. Light lunches available 
before and after recital. 3rd September 
- Rarescale, Flute & Guitar. 1st October - 
Sarah Oliver, Cello.

St Mary the Virgin, Ware. Monday Lunchtime 
Concerts, which last about 40 minutes, 
starting at 12.30, (lunches available), are 
as follows. Monday 2nd September - 
Divertimento Wind Quartet. Monday 7th 
October - Pupils from Haileybury College.
Details ring Mark or Kath on 01920 465976.

Retreats & Courses

St James’ Church, Goffs Oak. Craft Market 
on  Saturday 14th September 11am-3pm. 
Admission 50p, children free. Refreshments 
available.

St. Andrew’s Church Shortmead St., 
Biggleswade SG18 0AT, Country Fayre and 
Exhibition on Saturday, 21st September 
from 10.30am to 3.30pm   Free Admission. 
All proceeds from this year’s Country Fayre 
will be donated to Mencap and Ivel Valley 
School The theme of the supporting exhibition 
in the church will be based on “A Toy Story” 
which will feature toys through the ages. www.
biggleswadeparishchurch.co.uk

St Leonards Church Bengeo, Hertford. On 
Saturday 14th September, at 7.30 pm, the 
Artesian Quartet (Kate Suthers and Emily 
Davis, violins; Matthew Maguire, viola and 
Antonio Novais, cello) will perform music by 
Haydn & Schumann and after the interval 
together with Stephanie Edmundson, viola 
and Rebecca Herman, cello, will perform 
Brahms’ String Sextet. Tickets £10 (Friends 
of St. Leonard’s £8), refreshments included. 
Reservations 01992 551798.
St Martin’s Church, Knebworth. Elvis 
Presley Gospel Tribute Concert.  Friday 
20th September, 7.30pm. A highly acclaimed 
evening, performed by Andy Kelso, who was 
previously a Vicar and is now a Chaplain. 
Tickets £10 (£8 concessions) from Village 
News, Knebworth or Penny on 01438 
313241. Tickets also on the door, subject to 
availability.

Belief Autumn Series 2013
Exploring our understanding of spirituality 
in human experience, with a focus on some 
of the arts.

October 2nd Exploring Spirituality - 
What is it? David Winwood
October 9th - Spirituality in Art - Cass 
Howes
October 16th - Spirituality in Music - 
Paul Leddington Wright
October 23rd - Spirituality in Poetry & 
Literature - Anne Atkins
October 30th - Spirituality in Drama - 
Phil Summers

All sessions start at 7.45pm at Priory 
Methodist Church, Newnham Avenue, 
Bedford MK41 9QJ
Please make a donation of £3 per session 
towards expenses.

St. Stephen’s Church, Watling Street, St. 
Albans. Cream Teas and Guided Tour  of the 
church on Sunday 29th September between 
2.30 and 5pm.    All welcome.

St.Mary’s Church, Ashwell.The 14th 
Ashwell Book Weekend will be held on 
Saturday, 5th October from 10am – 5pm 
and Sunday, 6th October from 2pm – 5pm. 
Entrance £1. Children under 16 free. Come 
and browse among the many hundreds of 
books, videos and DVDs at bargain prices. 
Refreshments available. Details 01462 743408

St Leonard’s Church Sandridge. A Harvest 
of Miracles Flower Festival on Saturday 
5th October 10am-6pm Flower Festival 
(entry free). Refreshments and craft stall. 
8pm Musical Evening with BSV Jazz Group 
(Tickets £5 on the door). Sunday 6th 
October, Services 10am and 6pm, with 
Flower Festival open 11.15 - 5.30pm.

St Paul’s Church Chipperfield A concert of 
light orchestral music with choir to celebrate 
the 175th Anniversary of St Paul’s Church on 
Sunday 6th October, 7.30pm. Also Choral 
Evensong for Harvest Festival Sunday 13th 
October 6.30pm.

St Andrew’s Church, Kimbolton Road, 
Bedford, MK40 2PF Tel 01234 216881 
Bring and Sing on Saturday 12th October 
7.30pm. Four Handel Coronation Anthems 
and Two Purcell Anthems. Ian Smith – 
Conductor, Paul Edwards - Accompanist. 
Register at 1.45pm, rehearsal at 2.30pm 
before performing in the evening. Tea at £4 
is available after the rehearsal. Scores are 
available in advance. Audience ticket prices 
are Adults £8, Concs £7, Students 16-21 £3, 
children free accompanied by an adult.

St Julian’s Church, Abbots Avenue, St 
Albans, AL1 2HX. Horticultural Show. 2pm - 
4.30pm. Saturday 21st September - Classes 
for flowers, fruit, vegetables, photography, 
knitting, crochet and embroidery. Details and 
entry forms from Stephanie (01727 865897) 
or stephanie_willcocks@yahoo.co.uk

Holy Trinity Church – Leverstock Green 
Bedmond Road, Hemel Hempstead, 
HP3 8LP. Harp Concert Saturday 21st 
September at 7.30pm, presented by 
International Harpist Robin Ward. With 
music from folk traditions, the baroque, 
classical, and romantic performed on his own 
handcrafted triple harp. Tickets & Enquiries: 
01442 390258. Adults £10/Concession £8/ 
Under 18 Donation

THE DIOCESE OF ST. ALBANS
BOARD FOR CHURCH AND SOCIETY 

COMMUNITY CARE GROUP
A Mental Health Awareness 

Training Day- ‘A Practical Focus on 
Anxiety, Stress and Depression’
Saturday 21st September

9.45am. – 3.30pm
St. Nicholas’ Church Hall, Church Road, 

Barton-le-Cley, Beds MK45 4LA  
Coffee and Registration 9.30am.

Tea, coffee, fruit juices provided but bring 
a packed lunch. Places are limited to 36 so 
book early! Further information from Mrs. L.A. 
Logan, Tel. No. 01582 585400

St. Mary The Virgin, Carlton. Patronal 
Festival Weekend. Saturday 7th September 
7.30pm a choral concert of Marian Music 
“Ave Maria” by Cantamus. Tickets £8 from 
PCC members, at the door and from Carlton 
Village Shop. Also Sunday 8th September, 
Festival Eucharist 11am, Preacher: The 
Venerable Malcolm Lesiter and in the 
afternoon Tea and Cakes in the Church 2pm-
5pm. Tower open from 2.30pm to 4.00pm.

St. John the Baptist, Great Gaddesden. 
Flower Festival  from 12.30pm. Friday 
September 20th until 3pm. Sunday Sept. 
22nd, with evening concerts and food fayre. 
For details visit foggc.co.uk, or 01582 840513.

St Andrew’s Church, Much Hadham.  
‘Transforming The Transfiguration.’  7.30pm 
Thursday October 10th.  Illustrated talk 
by Iain Lane, mainly on Raphael’s painting.  
£10.00 at door or ring 01279 841196.  Drink 
afterwards included. 

Stopsley Parish Church, Hitchin Road, Luton 
LU2 7UL. Bedfordshire Police Choir Concert
at on Saturday 12th October, at 7pm. Tickets 
£6. Contact details 01582 729194.

St Peter’s Church, Berkhamsted. Concerts 
by Bridgewater Sinfonia, Conductor:  Adrian 
Davis at 7.30pm Saturday 12th October. 
Programme includes Beethoven, Ravel  (with  
Florian Mitrea on piano) and Brahms. Tickets 
£15.  Under  18s FREE available Online: 
www.bridgewater-sinfonia.org.uk, By phone:  
01442 873205, In person at Aitchisons  
(Berkhamsted High Street).

Great Wymondley Village Fete Sunday 
15th September, from 2pm onwards. 
Traditional village fete on the green, with 
fun Dog show, clog dancing, teas and 
refreshments, sideshows and stalls games, 
cakes raffles etc .Also visit St Mary’s Church, 
enjoy the displays of flowers, and come and 
see our conservation areas in our churchyard.

All Saints Hertford. Soundbites, a selection 
of soups, rolls, sandwiches, cakes and hot 
drinks available from midday with a short 
(30-45 mins), admission free, concert at 
1pm. 4th Sept Adrian Oldland – Piano; 11th 
Sept Valeria Szervanszky – Piano, Zsuzsa 
Berenyi – Violin, Pal Banda – Cello; 18th 
Sept  Andrew Goodwin – Tenor; 25th Sept 
Ian & Oliver Ray – Cello & Piano; 2nd Oct 
Courtyard Quartet.

St Michael & All Angels, Shefford, Beds  
Seastory - a new musical by Jenny Dann will 
be performed Saturday & Sunday October 
5th & 6th at 4pm.  Entry free, but space 
limited so please contact 01462 817337 or 
www.sm3a.org.uk for tickets. The young 
(and young at heart) are invited to dress as 
sea creatures!

The Priory Church of St. Peter, Dunstable. 
On Saturday 28th September at 7.30pm the 
two Priory choirs will give a concert of some of 
the music they have sung, during the summer 
visits to Guildford and Sherborne. Tickets 
cost £10, Under 16s free entry, and include 
refreshments during the Interval. Tickets are 
available from Priory House or at the door 
on the night.

WHICH JESUS?
A free three-part series entitled Which Jesus? 
will take place at the Hitchin Christian Centre, 
Bedford Road, Hitchin, SG5 1HF. It starts 
on Sunday 15th Sept 7pm, with the Muslim 
legal scholar, author, and Imam Dr Shaykh 
Abdur-Rahman ibn Yusuf, discussing the 
role of Jesus in the Quran with Dr Brendan 
Devitt (Theology & Training Director, Hitchin 
Christian Centre) On Sun 13th October 
Rabbi Natan Levy will discuss the role of 
Jesus in Judaism. On Sun 24th November 
the Rev Steve Chalke will discuss whether 
Jesus was a Christian. For further details Tel: 
01462 442238 or visit www.hcc.org.uk

St Andrew’s Church, Kimbolton Road, 
Bedford. Come and join in our Harvest/
Back to Church Celebrations Sunday 29th 
September. Services at 8.00am, 10.00am 
and 6.00pm. BBQ on the Vicarage Lawn at 
12 noon. Tickets £4 (Children under 16 free) 
- call 01234 216881 for more information.

St Mary the Virgin Furneux Pelham 
SG9 0LD The Furneux Festival 2013 is on 
Saturday 28th September 10.30 – 16.00. 
Classic cars, craft stalls, village stalls, 
barbecue and biryani, teas, home made 
produce, art show, local history display, music 
in the marquee. Visit us at furneuxfestival.com

St Albans Woodland 
Burial Trust

For the burial or interment 
of ashes, set in 60 acres in our 

consecrated woodland 
in Keysoe, Bedford.

The Administrator, St Mark’s Church Community Centre, 
Calder Rise, Bedford. MK41 7UY

www.woodlandburialtrust.com
Tel/fax 01234 342613

office@woodlandburialtrust.com

One of the only two 
consecrated woodland 

burial grounds in England

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com

Ronald Emett fine furniture

~ in harmony with tradition ~

If you, or someone you know would 
like more information about Gilead 

or would like to make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Alm  Tel: 01837 851240 
Fax: 01837 851520 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations
is a Therapeutic Community, 
offering a residential rehabilitation 
program, called KEY, for people 
with life-controlling addictions, 
such as drug or alcohol abuse, 
homelessness, gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, and other 
addictive behaviours. 

Based on a 
300 acre dairy 
farm in rural Devon, 
Gilead uses the 
Genesis Process 
Relapse Prevention 
programme 
with our clients. 
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01837 851240 
www.gilead.org.uk

The mission and vision of Gilead Foundations charity is to 
unlock people who have compulsive behaviours, such as 
drug and alcohol addictions, and release them into their 
true God-given potential, through a structured residential 
Christian-based rehabilitation programme, living in 
community as extended family. Gary’s story on this page 
is one of many in which we have been privileged to play a 
part.

The farm and related business activities provide work 
therapy, skills training and support. Many of those who 
successfully complete the program leave the community and 
establish productive lives for the future.  Others, like Gary, 
choose to stay on and ‘give something back’.

We have just had a milestone moment in the life and journey 
of Gilead. We have fi nally arrived at a time where we can start 
to ‘move in’ to the fi rst of three new, purpose built bungalows. 
This new facility, designed and built to high standards, helps 
our students realise the value that God and the community put 
on their lives. It values them greatly.

The house will give us excellent accommodation for 8 male 
clients (students), plus 2 male support workers (already on 
staff ) and a new house parent 
couple, all of whom will live as 
extended family.

The full completion of 
these facilities will help the 
staff  and the community at 
Gilead to maintain the 83% 
success rate of students still 
addiction-free after 2 years of 
completing the programme.

We have been raising funds 

and building this new house for 6 long years, so we are very 
excited that we have started to move in at last.  But we still 
have a few things to fi nish to make it fully functional and give 
the students the best support we can.  It will only take about 
6 weeks of work to move in to part of the fi rst house, but we 
have a shortfall of £12,000 preventing us from to getting there. 

We have been working and praying for a long time, not only 
for the house to be completed, but also for the staff  to live 
as extended family with the students, so that our God-given 
vision based on the text from Psalm 68 ‘God sets the lonely 
into families’ can be fulfi lled.  We are pleased to say we are 
doubly excited, because not only are we starting to move in, 
but we also have a couple returning to become house parents 
in the new house, after being away from Gilead for 7 years.

This new couple will complement the work of Bron and Ian 
Samuel, who founded Gilead over twenty years ago, and have 
for many years lived as extended family in the farm house with 
female students, as well as helping staff  to oversee the male 
students living in caravans.   This now gives us both male and 
female extended family groups.

Would you please help us raise the remaining £12,000 to 
begin our partial ‘move in’ to the fi rst house?  After 6 long 
years, just 6 weeks work stands between us and this exciting 
move – can you help us over this hurdle?  Loans or donations 
would be greatly appreciated by everyone here in the 
community at Gilead.

Gary is just one of many that have found freedom from addiction, new life 
and a fresh start at Gilead.  This is Gary’s story in his own words...

Freed from anger, 
hurt and resentment

Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other)   

First Name     Surname

Address

      Postcode

Organisation / company (if applicable)

Telephone Number

Email

I enclose a one-off gift of £
Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations

I would like to become a partner of Gilead
Please fill in this form

Name

Name of your bank

Bank address

   Postcode

Account No.            Sort Code

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £
from my account on (dd/mm/yy)        /        /      
Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY

Signed   Date

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909

PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD
Monthly commitments of any amount will help us 
with funding of the students’ fees. A one-off gift or 
interest free loan will help us finish our first building. 
If you would like to discuss details I can be contact-
ed on 07957 433973 

Yours In Christ

Chris Cole (Trustee)

To help us correctly allocate your gift, please record your 
name and contact details using the form below. Thankyou

I would like all donations I make to Gilead Foundations, 
Reg Charity Number 1002909, from the date of this 
declaration until I notify you otherwise to be treated as 
Gift Aid donations.

Signed    Date

You must be a UK taxpayer and must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the charity 
reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year.

Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list

Please return this form to Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ

If you would like to donate to Gilead online, you can do so at 

www.charitygiving.co.uk/gilead

DIO0313

WE’RE IN... JUST!

Mine is a stereotypical story really.  I grew 
up in care homes and foster care from a 
young age and never really felt secure or 
loved.  I have been an addict since the age 
of 12 on glue and petrol. The usual story - in 
and out of jail, girlfriends, kids, no sense 
of responsibility. I got into class A drugs 
when I was about 16 or 17 and ended up on 
heroin. I tried several rehabs and twelve step 
programmes without much success.

Then in 2005 I injected into my groin and 
missed the vein. This resulted in a lot of 
complications and I ended up in hospital. 
I had two blood clots, no white blood cells 
and a collapsed lung. I was told that I 
needed to take Warfarin, an anticoagulant, 
to remove the blood clots but the risk was 
that this could start off  bleeding in my lungs 
which would kill me. I took the Warfarin 
and sure enough the bleeding started. I 
should have died. Somehow I survived. I 
knew people who were Christians who were 
praying for me.

Despite this experience I still didn’t stop 
using. In 2008 I was looking for a rehab 
again. I didn’t want another twelve-step 
programme and I remembered some of 
the Christians I’d come across in my life. 
I realised that they still had problems like 
everyone else but they seemed to cope with 
them and keep on smiling. I looked for a 

Christian rehab and found Gilead who they 
said they would do a detox.

I didn’t quite get it the fi rst time I went to 
Gilead. I kept too many secrets and wasn’t 
open and honest. However I did meet Kate 
who became my wife. I’d always said that I 
would never marry because of experiences 
in my own family’s life but I eventually 
changed my mind. 

We came back to Gilead in July 2011; 
this time I was ready and willing to be open 
and honest. I took the “Genesis Relapse 
Prevention Process” seriously and found 
that it really does help if done properly. I 
released a lot of anger, hurt and resentment 
that I had been holding onto since childhood 
days. I forgave others and asked for 
forgiveness myself. It was like the weight 
of a dead horse had been lifted off  my 
shoulders - quite a release! 

I still have my ups and downs, but things 
are good. Kate and I are expecting our fi rst 
child together and we are starting to take 
steps to have Kate’s 9 year old daughter 
full-time. We have fi nished our programme 
and we have chosen to join the Gilead 
community as volunteers. I want to be able 
to give back to people what I’ve got from 
this place. I’m not ashamed to tell people 
my story and let them know the rewards I’ve 
reaped from it. 

Cooking the fi rst meal in the new house

A peaceful place to rest

The lonely set in family, Gary & Kate with Isobel

Advertising Feature
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Registered charity number 1123613

Over 60 years of  
retirement housing...

With supported housing, nursing and dementia care, 
the Church of England Pensions Board provides 
security and peace of mind in retirement to those 
who have given their lives towards helping others 
in the name of Christ, including Clergy Widows and 

Licensed Lay Workers.

We rely on donations and legacies to continue this 
much needed work.

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN

The Church of England Pensions Board (SR09/13)
FREEPOST 898, LONDON SW1P 3YS

Tel: 020 7898 1808
bWeb: www.cep .org.uk

Email: cepbappeals@churchofengland.org

Registered Charity Number: 236627
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BE 
SEEN
You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation of 
15,750, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church audience 
in parishes throughout the Diocese of St Albans which covers parts 

of Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, Luton & Barnet.  
We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 

newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation nearly 170,000.

To � nd out more, contact  Glenda, Michelle,  Frankie or Steve on 

01752 225623
or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com

SR

On the move

SeeRound © St Albans Diocese. 
All rights reserved.

Advertising policy: The inclusion of an advertisement in this publication does not constitute 
any endorsement of a product or service either by the editor or The Diocese of St Albans.

SeeRound is available on tape. Details from Barbara Ebeling 01279 842086 or email 
barbara.ebeling@sky.com

Charlotte Ballinger, Curate-in-training in the 
Chipping Barnet Team Ministry has become 
Chaplain at University College London, in 
London Diocese. 
David Beresford, Assistant Curate in the 
benefice of Bury, Coldwaltham, Houghton 
and Hardham, Chichester Diocese, is to 
become Priest-in-Charge of The Church of 
the Holy Cross, March Farm, Luton.
Darren Collins, presently Priest-in-Charge 
in the benefice of Norton (The Letchworth 
Group Ministry) is to become incumbent of 
the same.
Peter Huw Davies, presently Rector of 
St Leonard’s Church, Chesham Bois is to 
become Rector of St Swithun’s Church, 
Sandy, Bedfordshire. 

St Peter’s Church Thurleigh and Thurleigh 
Baptist Church have inaugurated and signed 
a Local Ecumenical Partnership (LEP) 
agreement. The new Partnership builds on 
an earlier ‘Churches Together’ covenant 
between them. The congregations committed 
themselves actively to work together, and in a 
small village like Thurleigh it makes sense for 
Christians to worship, study and work together 
and to present a unified witness of faith to the 
local community.
Local Ecumenical Parnerships are formal 
agreements made between Christ ian 
denominations to work together in local 
contexts. They are sponsored by the appropriate 
County Ecumenical body - Churches Together 
in Hertfordshire or Bedfordshire.

New Bedfordshire 
Local Ecumenical 

Partnership

HOST UK
Many international students come to Britain to study at our universities. For 26 years, 
national charity HOST has been linking students with volunteer hosts, who invite a student 
to spend a day, a weekend, or Christmas in their home. Chatting; eating together; playing 
games; seeing the area; joining in with the local community; making friends – a HOST visit 
lays down wonderful memories to be re-lived in China, India, the USA and other parts of the 
world. And hosts learn from their guests too. If you could make a student welcome, please 
contact HOST through www.hostuk.org or call Sandra Purrett on 01296 681625. Thank you.

L to R: with Bishop Richard: Richard Singleton 
(Church Warden), The Revd Elizabeth Inall 
(Priest-in-Charge, Milton Ernest, Pavenham 
and Thurleigh), The Revd Peter Protheroe 
(Baptist Moderator for Thurleigh), Mrs 
Lilian Wildman (Thurleigh Baptist Church 
Secretary), The Revd Stephen Copson 

(Baptist Regional Minister) 

Marking a very special 
21st Birthday

The Bishop of Bedford 
celebrated a very 
special 21st birthday 
in Bedford this June, 
wi th  a s ign i f icant 
number of guests who 
look well under 21!
He led  a Thanksgiving 
S e r v i c e  m a r k i n g 
21 years since the 
refurbishment of St 
Leonard’s Christian 
Centre, Bedford, but 
St Leonard’s story 
starts a long t ime 
before 1992. 
St Leonard’s Centre has been in regular use for 
worship since 1988, when St Leonard’s Church 
was destroyed by fire. The insurance proceeds 
were applied to the refurbishment, thanks to 
the Treasurer of St John’s and St Leonard’s.
The thriving present days of St Leonard’s 
Centre are connected to the thriving past in 
the church building by a some far harder times. 
St Leonard’s Centre is the common thread.
Originally St Leonard’s Hospital, it was founded 
by the Wyatt brothers, the first two Vicars 
of St Leonard’s, shortly after the original 
temporary tin St Leonard’s  Church opened 
in 1889. Its purpose was to provide meals for 
convalescents in the town. 
The Wyatts wanted to build a church to seat 
800: there were 400 Easter Communicants 
at the ‘Tin Tabernacle’ over five services. St 
Leonard’s fine new building was consecrated 
in 1914; six months later, war broke out.
The effects of war and other social changes 
resulted in a steady decline in the congregation. 
Following the Second World War attendances 
fell sharply with just 70 communicants being 
recorded on Easter Day in 1957 and just 32 
in 1968.
By the 1960’s the population in St. Leonard’s 
parish was changing dramatically with a large 
influx of families from India and Italy moving 

Jeremy Haswell, Curate at St Paul’s Church 
St Albans has reached the end of his curacy.
Martin Hathaway, Team Vicar in Dunstable 
Team Ministry is to retire to Leicestershire.
Jenny Hill, presently Team Vicar in the 
benefice of Hemel Hempstead is to become 
Rector of the same.
Warrick Martin, presently Curate-in-training 
in the benefice of Little Heath is to become 
Associate Minister at Terrington St Clement 
Parish Church, in the Diocese of Norwich.
Simon Moore Presently Priest-in-Charge in 
the benefice of St Paul w.Wllian, Letchworth 
is to become incumbent of the same. 
Ian Pankhurst, presently Priest-in-Charge at 
St Andrew’s Church Watford, is to become 
incumbent of the same.

into the area, many working in the brickyards 
and engineering firms then thriving in the 
county. By 1975 the church was declared 
‘redundant’.
Without any viable alternative use  in prospect, 
the Rector of St. John’s was given pastoral 
care for the parish with an understanding that 
the church might be temporarily used to see 
if the small congregation of under 10 regular 
worshippers could be developed over the 
following three years, a daunting task. The tiny 
congregation continued to meet in the cold and 
gloomy chancel of the church. With help from 
some of the congregation at St. John’s, the 
number attending on Sunday mornings began 
to grow. Bi-lingual services were also held for 
members of the Church of North India.  But in  
early 1988, with major repairs needed to the 
church, it was decided that time was up and 
the church would have to be demolished. At 
that time, worship began in the Church Hall. 
The small remnant is now anything but small, 
as the picture shows.
Sunday services continue at St. Leonard’s 
each week at 10.30am with mid week activities 
including Coffee Mornings, Prayer Fellowships, 
an Asian Drop-In centre and use of the premises 
by the Hospital Cardiac Rehabilitation Centre. 
(Thanks to Dick Crane for his material. Ed.)

In a feat that gives a whole new meaning to 
the phrase ‘getting away from it all’, Will Gibbs, 
Vicar of St Mary’s 
Redbourn, is planning 
a ‘jail break’ to raise 
money for charity.  He 
will set off on Friday 
18th October, taking 
with him just £10 in 
his pocket and a pair 
of  walking shoes, 
attempting to get as 
far as he can in the 
next forty eight hours.  
Following biblical precedent, he will rely 
entirely on the assistance of strangers for 
food, shelter and transport, and is inviting 
sponsorship per mile to support the work of 
St Mary’s nominated charities.  Will explained 
“This is certainly going to be an interesting 
and somewhat nerve-wracking experience 
but I can’t wait to get started. I’m raising funds 
for five charities: Redbourn Care Group, Open 
Door St Albans, The Pepper Foundation, and 
two charities working in Africa; The Busoga 
Trust and St Andrew’s Clinics for Children.”  
Will has the whole hearted backing of the St 
Mary’s church family, and many members 
of the wider village have pledged support. 
Jonathan Simpson, a Redbourn resident, 
commented: “We’re really proud of Will. He 
is certainly game for a laugh and it’s all for 
good causes.  This is just one example of the 
innovative and refreshing initiatives that come 
out of our local church and it’s the kind of thing 
that the whole village gets involved with”. 
Anyone wishing to support Will on this unique 
adventure can donate through mydonate.
bt.com/fundraisers/willgibbsjailbreak

Priest’s getaway


