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Criminality & Yoyos –  

‘Camila (Batmanghelidjh) captivates with cocktail of love & science’ 

 

The means for helping ‘problem’ children has to change radically if society is to succeed in changing 

the lives of these most vulnerable of people, if they are to achieve the kind of contributing, satisfied, 

mature and fulfilled lives enjoyed by others.  Camila Batmanghelidjh told the Diocesan Penal Affairs 

Group, giving its fourth Annual Lecture to a record audience at the University of Hertfordshire. 

Taking the title: ‘Criminality and Yoyos, the neurobiology of trauma and its repercussions in 

antisocial behaviour’, and drawing on her thirty years’ experience working with disadvantaged 

children in two charities, The Place 2b and Kids’ Company, she recounted her experience with 

disadvantaged children.  She then shared the results of research that she has commissioned from 

several institutions which should have a major impact on the children’s services offered by every 

borough in the country. 

Children with an experience of extreme deprivation can lead lives unrecognisable to most of us.  

Camila’s pictures of some of the conditions children endure at home showed how they might live in 

dirty and disordered surroundings and, as she put it, not even have a concept of what ‘tidy’ meant.  

Coupled with that, they might either have to forage for food in bins, or have responsibility for caring 

for sick parents or siblings. 

The stress this put on them from an early age, even in the womb, had profound effects on their 

ability to cope, even creating deep chemical changes in their brains which meant that they were only 

able to encounter peace and tranquillity or a sense of ‘centeredness’ from violence because they 

mistook the emptiness that follows violent outbursts for inner peace.  Recovery for such children 

and young people was not provided through traditional interventions which were infrequent and not 

engaged enough to be effective.  What was required, Camila said, was ‘reparenting’ and yes, 

relentless love. 

Just as much needed is a children’s services culture which does not create a climate of failure 

because of overload resulting from a drastic underestimation of the number of vulnerable and at risk 

children.  This is kept artificially low Camila says, because of counting protocols.  She estimates 

200,000 children in this category.  Children’s carers can also become de-sensitised to the horror of 

very vulnerable children’s situations, leading to a recalibration of their normal, much as happens 

with the children themselves. 

 

Many of those attending commented on the breadth of Camila’s engagement with issues affecting 

children and on just how relevant what she said was to their own disciplines. 

 


