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The month before Advent is a good time to buy Common Worship: Times and Seasons, if
you haven’t already done so. It’s full of material to re-invigorate your Advent and Christmas
worship and it won’t take you hours to put it into practice
Remember ‘Lent, Holy Week and Easter’? Ever use ‘Promise of his glory’? Forgotten all
about ‘Enriching the Christian Year’? Times and Seasons takes all three and brings them
into the Common Worship library. It covers the whole Christian year from Advent to Christ the
King with extra sections on Festivals of the agricultural year and Ember days. A second
volume will be published in about a year covering Saints Days and celebrations independent
of the cycle of the Christian year.
Perhaps the best definition of this book is ‘hosting the holy’. If it is true that we are in a culture
that constantly omits to acknowledge, or even notice, the holy, how are we, as a Church, able
to do it? This book is a major new resource that attempts to enable us to do just that.
Whether it succeeds we will only know in a few years time, but there are all sorts of
encouraging signs and those who have been road-testing it have largely found it invaluable.
Forget churchmanship. If all this leaves you cold, think of it as a large collection of
accessible texts that enable people to worship on a theme:
With love and compassion,
come Lord Jesus.
With judgement and mercy,
come Lord Jesus.
In power and glory,
come Lord Jesus.
In wisdom and truth,
come Lord Jesus.
This is billed as part of the dismissal for Advent Sunday, but could easily be used as a call to
prayer at any time of year. (The book has a wide-ranging index!)
There are some complete services similar to the format in Lent, Holy Week and Easter (for
instance Epiphany and Ascension Day). There are also loads of seasonally arranged
resources with lots of new ways to bring out the particular emphases of the season.
Particularly strong are the “hellos and goodbyes” – the Gathering and Dismissal rites of the
Eucharist. It is clearly laid out and attractively presented. A particular feature is the large red
initials on the top right corner of every page which make it very easy to find a particular
season (e.g. EL for Easter Liturgy etc). It is a book for the president rather than the
congregation but with endless potential to cut and paste onto pew leaflets.
You might ask why you need to buy this book when you have already got Lent, Holy Week
and Easter and the companion volumes? There are three answers to this. First, it is to do
with language. LHWE uses the language of the ASB which is at least 25 years old and has
been criticised for lacking beauty and discernible Anglican roots. Second Times and Seasons
covers a much wider remit: the whole year with lots of alternatives. But, most importantly,
third, Times and Seasons, when used properly, invites liturgical thought about worship in a
way that LHWE didn’t. It gives you the material but there is a strong encouragement to adapt
it for your own setting. Anything that helps us look again at the worship we lead, surly has to
be good!
However the book does come with one major health warning. In the Church of England we
are very used to using words, often to the exclusion of all other ways of imparting information.
However only 24% of the population identify first with words rather than visually or learning by
doing. Therefore if we rely solely on beautiful written liturgy (which this book certainly
contains) we are likely to inspire under a quarter of the congregation to worship God.

However, if we use the resources contained in Times and Seasons in conjunction with other
non-verbal ways of worship, then it is likely to add immeasurably to the riches of our worship.
With this in mind, below are two alternative ways of using Times and Seasons!
How not to use Times and Seasons
1. Look up the season of the year in the index or find it from the big red letters in the corner
of the page
2. perm one entry from each heading (e.g. introduction to confession, proper preface etc.)
3. type it all out
How to use Times and Seasons
1. Decide what particular emphasis you are trying to focus upon in your worship (e.g. if it is
Pentecost are you majoring on the gifts of the Spirit, the irrepressible call to spread the
Good News, the coming of the Spirit of peace … etc?)
2. Discern the pathway of your worship. What are you going to do to enable people to move
towards the particular emphasis you have chosen? Remember to consider different ways
of assimilating information and experiencing the presence of God. (e.g. for the
Pentecostal theme of spreading the Good News in the power of the Spirit, why not
encourage people to move outside during the final hymn and release red helium balloons
to symbolise the spreading of the Spirit.)
3. Look at the material in Times and Seasons. Decide what fits and will work. Employ the
maxim: ‘less is more’ and discard all material that does not fit your emphasis and
pathway. Often, slight changes to frequently occurring texts make for a dramatic
connection in the minds of the congregation.
4. If you are asking the congregation to join in something new or unusual, consider
preparing for it the previous week. (e.g. for the Pentecost theme, use the dismissal
responsary for Ascension Day on the Sunday after Ascension to create the link in
people’s mind)
5. Buy Visual Liturgy Live which incorporates all the new material in time for its seasonal
liturgical use. It includes Daily Prayer and everything else already published. Also
planned in downloadable updates within the next 12 months are the complete text of the
NRSV and the dramatic forms of the Passion narratives. If you have never used Visual
Liturgy and plan to use Times and Season more than once a year it will save you hours in
service sheet preparation. Special new deals for Benefices and multiple use. See
www.vislit.com for more details. Most of the resources are also downloadable form the
Church of England website www.cofe.anglican.org.
6. After the service review for next year
It is worth buying sooner rather than later and is likely to be very helpful in your preparations
for the major festivals of the year.
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lots of creative suggestions for incorporating light, sound, images and other multi-sensory
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The latest in the series. Short and helpful.
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