
The next step is to talk with your incumbent.  You should then talk 
with one of the diocesan Vocations Advisers.   

 
For more information about Reader Ministry contact one of the 
following: 

The Reader Ministry Officer: 

Mrs Lauryn Awbrey 
rmo@stalbans.anglican.org 

Tel: 01727 818151  
 

The Revd Charles Burch,  
Diocesan Vocations Officer 
dvo@stalbans.anglican.org 

01442 833298 

 

Mr Richard Osborn, 
Reader Secretary for Selection 

rss@stalbans.anglican.org 
Tel: 01707 657491 
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Charles Burch, Diocesan Vocations Officer 

dvo@stalbans.anglican.org 

Our vocation – God’s call to us – can take any number of 

forms.   Some will feel a call to public ministry in God’s 

church, and this can be either as a Reader or as a Priest. 
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Readers are lay people in the Church of England, from all walks 
of life, who are called by God, theologically trained and licensed 
by the Church to preach, teach, lead worship and assist in 
pastoral, evangelistic and liturgical work. 

The office of Reader is the only lay ministry in the Church of 

England which is nationally accredited, episcopally licensed and 
governed by canon. There are now over 10,000 Readers, with 
men and women represented almost equally. 

Readers come from a wide diversity of occupations and 
backgrounds.  They are sometimes described as 'lay 
theologians'; their close contact with everyday situations helping 
them to interpret the Gospel, and to proclaim Christ's teaching 
both in the Church and in the world. In collaborative teams with 
clergy and other church members they work in a variety of 
situations; in parishes, schools, prisons, hospitals, hospices, 
factories and shops, among seafarers and in the Armed Forces, 
with children and young people, the elderly, house-bound and 
bereaved, and with those preparing for baptism, confirmation 
and marriage.  

In church, Readers can be distinguished from their ordained 
colleagues by the distinctive blue Readers’ scarf. 

 

 

 

 

The call to become a Reader may be felt by an individual or may 
come from outside; from their incumbent, a fellow worshipper, 
or from someone who does not even attend church but 
recognizes certain qualities. There is no single profile for a 
Reader; they can be men or women, almost any age and come 
from all walks of life. 

If you think God is calling you to Reader ministry you should 
consider questions such as: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candidates for Reader ministry attend a Selection Day, where they 

give a short presentation and are interviewed by a panel of 
Selectors.  The Bishop of Hertford, Warden of Readers, makes the 
final recommendation for Reader ministry.   

The training for Readers in St. Albans diocese lasts approximately 
3 years, and includes study of the Bible, church history, doctrine, 
liturgy, and contemporary issues.  Students will do a combination 
of academic study and practical ministerial training, with the 
support of tutors and a Pastoral Supervisor.  They have to be 
willing to train with others and to explore and communicate their 

faith. 

All candidates for Reader ministry will need the support of their 
local parish church, must be, or become, confirmed and regular 
communicant members of the Church of England, and will be 
asked to provide two additional referees, at least one of whom has 
knowledge of them outside the church community.  


