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Context 

The Abbey Church of England Primary school is an average sized primary school in the 
centre of St Albans alongside the Cathedral and Abbey church of St Albans.  This is a 
relatively advantaged area, and fewer than average numbers of pupils have learning 
difficulties or disabilities. Almost all the pupils are of white British descent. The children 
enter the school with skills, knowledge and understanding which is above average. It is a 
school with a strong Christian ethos and strong links to the Abbey church, where some of 
the families worship. 
 

 
Summary Judgement 

GRADE 1 
The Abbey school is an outstanding Church of England Primary School. The clarity of vision 
of the Headteacher, combined with the commitment and knowledgeable support of the 
Governors, and the very strong links with the clergy and congregation of St Albans Abbey,  
impact on all the areas of experience of both the learners and adults who work and worship 
in the school. The result is a school with a very strong Christian ethos, which pervades the 
whole of school life. 
 

 
Established strengths 

• The dynamic vision and leadership of the Headteacher 

• Actively involved governors who are both supportive and knowledgeable 

• The powerful link between the Abbey school and the worshipping community at St 
Albans Abbey, particularly the high level of support and involvement of the clergy.  

• The commitment of the RE subject leader to develop learning and teaching in RE 
and the high regard in which RE is held by learners 

• The impact of collective worship and learning in RE on learners 

•  
 

Focus for development 

• Ensure a clear distinction between R.E. and PHSE 

• Differentiation and challenge for the more able students 

• Develop observational assessment 

• Evaluate the impact of RE and collective worship on learners 
 



 
The school, through its distinctive character, 

meets the needs of all learners in an outstanding way. 
GRADE 1 

The children of Abbey School are confident and secure.  Mutual respect characterises 
relationships between all members of the school community which are excellent, and there 
is a capacity for enjoyment. Pupil voice is heard and acted upon and the School Council 
make a significant contribution to developments in the school including collective worship.  
Children are confident to ask questions and express opinions which are dealt with 
sensitively and respectfully by staff.  SMSC development is very good. Older children take 
up responsibilities such as befriending new children, and like to do so. No child is currently 
withdrawn from either R.E. or Collective Worship. The school is clean and well cared for. 
The entrance hall is welcoming with a Taizé cross and display of children’s work entitled, 
‘We are all God’s family’. Classrooms have displays celebrating work in RE such as stained 
glass windows, mobiles and artefacts of religions being studied. The Golden rules are 
displayed around the school and are clearly understood. The Christian ethos and a sense of 
prayerfulness surround all aspects of the school day. 
 

 
The worshipping experience provided by the school is outstanding. 

GRADE 1 
Collective worship is fundamental to the life of the school and is given a high priority. Staff 
and pupils of all faiths and none are able to participate in the acts of worship which give 
opportunities for reflection on the moral and spiritual allowing for personal response.  
Worship is predominantly Christian, enhanced by the strong links with the clergy from the 
Abbey Church where the school worships every Thursday. The two acts of worship 
observed, one in the Abbey, one in the school, were excellent, appealing to several of the 
senses and offering a variety of opportunities for involvement by the children, reflection and 
prayer. Children show respect and participate, responding with confidence to questions and 
singing a range of hymns and songs with enthusiasm. Prayers written by children are of a 
high standard and show insight and understanding. The school actively provides experience 
of Anglican tradition. Assemblies are often based on the weekly gospel readings and 
displays of children’s work show aspects of the church year, for example Epiphany. Special 
services mark the arrival of newcomers and the passage of leavers. The Eucharist is 
celebrated termly with pupils very much involved and many receiving Communion, the 
remainder receive a blessing. Collective worship is valued by parents. All staff attend full 
assemblies. Termly class assemblies present aspects of learning which often include world 
faiths.  
 



 

 
The Religious Education is good with outstanding features. 

GRADE 1 
The subject leader has vision and enthusiasm for the subject and ensures the high status of 
R.E. through INSET and excellent resources. RE is held in high esteem by staff and pupils.   
Children, including those from other faiths participate well in lessons and are able to 
contribute from their personal experience. Parents from different faith communities are 
invited to contribute to lessons.  Many of the RE displays are cross-curricular. The children’s 
understanding of RE, and its distinctive nature and importance are clear. Subject knowledge 
is outstanding and children are able to distinguish between faiths. There is plenty of 
opportunity to reflect, leading to awareness across the school community that what is taught 
affects their lives. In year 6 outstanding learning and insight were in evidence as the 
children were able to discuss and record some of the deep issues in the theme of suffering 
prompted by a Buddhist story. Children often show deep insight during class and group 
discussions, and the school should consider ways of recording observational assessments. 
The RE governor is knowledgeable and supportive, monitoring RE and supporting 
throughout the year. Achievement overall is high, and in KS2 some is outstanding. The 
children are enthusiastic, engaged and have positive attitudes. 
 

 
The leadership and management of the school as a church school are outstanding. 

GRADE 1 
There is a clarity of vision shared by the Headteacher, the governors and the clergy that all 
children should be given an understanding of the Christian faith. Regular training, 
monitoring, good planning and communication support the staff, who are enthusiastic and 
work well as a team. As a result, teaching is effective across the school, as evidenced in the 
children’s work and comments. Parent and pupil questionnaires show a positive attitude to 
the school, its Christian ethos and values. Parents are grateful for the strong leadership 
which ensures that their children receive a high quality of education, including the 
understanding their children develop to inform their personal choices. Children articulate the 
privilege of attending the Abbey school. The partnership between the school, the Abbey and 
the local community, including parents is outstanding. Many children are involved in the 
Abbey’s worship and the school is involved in a number of community projects. 
 
  
The school meets the statutory requirements for Collective Worship. YES 
The school meets the statutory requirements for Religious Education. YES 


