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School context 

Wilden Church of England School is very small with 41 pupils on roll, the majority of whom 
are White British. Pupils are taught in three classes. The school serves a wide rural area and 
includes pupils from the towns of Bedford and Kempston. The headteacher took up her post 
at the beginning of this year, having been in post for nearly two terms at the time of the 
Inspection. 
 

 
The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Wilden VA Lower 

as a Church of England school is good with some outstanding features. 
The school has a distinctive Christian ethos. The well being of every member of the school 
community is paramount in the school’s life. Pupils are enthusiastic and well motivated in 
their learning. They are considerate of each other. Collective Worship and Religious 
Education make a significant contribution to pupils’ daily lives. 
 

 
Established strengths 

• Outstanding Christian ethos, where all pupils are nurtured and highly valued 

• Christian principles at the heart of all policies which are lived out in practice by the 
whole school community 

• Strong links with the church and the village community 

• Excellent team work of staff and governors 
 

 
Focus for development 

• Improve pupils’ spiritual and cultural development by providing more first hand and 
other good quality opportunities to learn more about faiths and cultures, other than their 
own 

• Use ICT to enhance understanding of Religious Education and the nominated study 
units 

• Engage pupils in opportunities to evaluate and reflect on Collective Worship practices 

• Extend collection of artefacts from different cultures and faiths for use within teaching 
sessions 

 



 

 
The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is outstanding at meeting the 

needs of all learners. 
 

The Christian ethos in the school is very strong and permeates every aspect of school life, 
from documentation and displays through to classroom practice. The school staff members 
are totally committed to the development of the whole child and inclusive practices are very 
evident. For example, governors volunteer to assist with swimming, ensuring that pupils have 
a quality experience. The Governing Body provide high quality support at every level, offering 
a wide range of skills and expertise, checking and evaluating the school’s progress against 
the vision statement and being a critical friend to the headteacher. The atmosphere around 
the school is family orientated, with children showing excellent courtesy and consideration to 
each other and to adults. Staff work very well together and show exceptional dedication to 
their work. School Council members take their role very seriously, from charity fundraising to 
making the playground a more exciting and stimulating place to socialise in. 
 

 
The impact of collective worship on the school community is good. 

 
Despite a lack of space, every care is taken to ensure that acts of worship take place in a well 
organised area. Children’s views have recently been sought on Collective Worship and 
returns highlight the extent to which pupils enjoy opportunities to interact with the themes. 
Worship has a good impact on pupils’ spiritual and moral development. It has a strong 
Christian focus, with Christian festivals celebrated well both in school and in church. 
Teaching staff willingly lead Collective Worship on a weekly basis. Prayer is an important 
feature of worship, as evidenced by the ‘Prayer Tree’ in the worship area. The Rector’s close 
involvement through weekly visits makes links with the church and community very close. 
Parents and pupils appreciate opportunities for school services to be held in church at major 
Christian festivals. One child has recently requested to be baptised. Local groups, such as 
the ‘Christian Support Trust’ and ‘Open the Book’ enhance the children’s experiences of 
worship through creative ‘Prayer Days’, dramatising Bible stories and running lunchtime 
clubs. 
 

 
The effectiveness of the religious education is good. 

 

Standards in RE are good overall and improving. Planning systems are very thorough, as are 
the assessment arrangements for each study unit. Children are clearly interested and 
stimulated by Religious Education and appreciate opportunities to learn about other faiths 
and cultures. The quality of teaching is good with some excellent examples of perceptive 
questioning and engaging teaching methods being used. There is further scope for linking 
ICT into lessons, particularly using the internet to bring the richness and diversity of other 
faiths and cultures into the classroom. The school intends to develop a visit to other places of 
worship, thus enriching the children’s understanding of the importance of faith buildings. 
Resources are adequate and the school’s collection of religious artefacts is worth developing 
further, as children really enjoyed the opportunity to look at the intricate patterns on a Moslem 
prayer mat and wonder at the Arabic script found in the Qu’ran. 
 



 

 
The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school 

as a church school is good. 
 
The Headteacher, although fairly new in post, has settled quickly, successfully built a positive 
team ethos and through an excellent School Development Plan has set a clear vision for the 
future. She has the confidence and support of the school community. The Religious 
Education Subject Leader is well established in this role. She is able to monitor standards 
and quality of teaching effectively, teaching the lower part of the school. The school is well 
resourced, although more artefacts to support the teaching of some key world faiths would be 
useful. The use of ICT throughout the teaching of Religious Education would be further 
enhanced by the identification of good quality websites and links which can be used to 
support the Agreed Syllabus. These would then structure the children’s learning in a more 
focused way, so that relevant facts and information could be found efficiently. The governors 
know the school well and work very hard to support the school’s priorities for development. 
The school completed a thorough self-evaluation document, which was shared with and 
commented on by the Governing Body. The school has a good capacity to improve further. 
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