
5. Living God’s Love and MAPs 
 
I’m thoroughly aware of energies being focussed on 
parish Mission Action Plans  -  there may well be 
churches then finding that additional resourcing will 
be needed for the initiatives they want to develop – 
and I’ll be very happy to be involved with parishes in 
exploring ideas for building good stewardship 
practice in our churches. The main resources I will 
be recommending are Giving for Life http://
www.parishresources.org.uk/givingforlife/index.htm 
and Giving in Grace http://www.givingingrace.org/
index.html but I do find it valuable to be working with 
PCCs and clergy to try to tailor what is really 
required for the individual church. 
 
If anyone needs further information on any of the 
items in this leaflet in hard copy format please get in 
touch. As ever I am very happy to visit clergy and 
other interested people, and be involved both in 
deaneries and in parish committees and planning 
groups considering stewardship and resourcing: do 
please get in touch to consider if and how I may be 
able to support parishes in development of their 
mission and ministry. 
 

Geoff Fletcher                                 May 2012 
 
Geoff Fletcher  
Stewardship Development Officer 
41 Holywell Hill, St Albans, AL1 1HE 
gfletcher@stalbans.anglican.org 
Tel: 01727 818141 
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There are various bits of news I need to highlight to Parish 
Giving Representatives and others, and this leaflet provides the 
opportunity …….. 
 
1. Gift Aid 
 
i. The Government has confirmed that the ‘Gift Aid Small 
Donations Scheme’ is to operate for gifts of £20 and less. From 
April 2013 there will be opportunity for charities to claim 
benefit similar to ‘Gift Aid’ on up to £5000 of general donations 
where names / addresses / normal declarations are not 
available. Final details of this scheme are not yet published but 
we do know that in order to be in a position to make such a 
claim for 2013/14 churches will need to be able to show that 
their recent claims for regular Gift Aid have been in order. 
 
ii. A revised declaration is required with effect from the end of 
2012  -  this will require donors to confirm that the tax being 
reclaimed in connection with a Gift Aid donation together with 
that on all other Gift Aid donations in that tax year is equal to 
or less than the total tax (Income Tax + Capital Gains Tax) due 
to be paid by the donor in that year. Details of required 
wording are shown at http://www.parishresources.org.uk/
giftaid/GIFTAID_2012%20_ACTION.pdf . HMRC has helpfully 
confirmed that existing stocks of printed envelopes can be used 
up, but that the revised wording will be required for all new 
stocks. 
 
iii. For review of all that is involved in Gift Aid procedures and 
best practice there are helpful resources at http://
www.parishresources.org.uk/giftaid.htm 
 

2. Legacies 
 
I am working on an initiative for St Albans Diocese which 
has been developed nationally and which will encourage 
church members to consider very seriously opportunities 
for leaving gifts to their local church in their Wills. In the 
autumn there will be a series of presentations to 
encourage churches in planning local initiatives  -  key 
elements for these will be to encourage churches to work 
in a regular way without pressurising members, for 
instance by encouraging people to consider their Wills 
when churches are focussing on stewardship and Christian 
Giving. 
 
3. Giving by Text 
 
I am developing ideas for a ‘Giving by Text’ initiative, and 
trying to see if this would be practical in St Albans 
Diocese. I would welcome contact from any churches 
which have established procedures for giving by text in 
recent years. My main concern across the Diocese is to be 
able to help our smaller churches, which may have 
ramblers and other visitors during the week and at 
weekends who might be more willing to give by text than 
through cash. 
 
4. Parish Buying Service 
 
This new service was launched in January to assist parishes 
in their buying decisions  -  see the website 
at  www.parishbuying.org.uk or ring 0800 368 0887. Over 
2000 parishes across the country have signed up to this 
service.  
 


