
St Albans Lay Ministry Survey 
 

 

Following the approval by Synod of ‘A Strategy for Ordained and Authorised Ministry’ in March 

2013, the Bishop’s Council propose developing a diocesan Strategy for Lay Ministry. This will 

be an item on the agenda of the March Diocesan Synod when members will be invited for their 

views in order to inform the Council’s work. However, before then we are hoping to collect as 

much information as possible about how lay people regard their ministry. 

 

To do this we have constructed a simple questionnaire to be completed on-line. Enclosed you 

will find a paper copy for your information. However, to help us process the responses quickly, 

efficiently and cheaply, we are asking everyone to use the on-line questionnaire.1 It can be 

accessed at: 

 

 

www.surveymonkey.com/s/LayMinistry 
 

 

As a member of Diocesan Synod, please would you encourage as many lay people as 

possible to complete the survey – even lay people who are not actively involved in ministry. 

The more the better. We hope that you will consider advertising this survey in your church 

newsletter, notices or pew sheet. 

 

If you are a lay person yourself, then please take the time to answer the questions on-line. It 

shouldn’t take you much more than five minutes to do so. 

 

I should stress that we are wanting people’s personal opinions. If anyone is unclear about the 

nature of lay ministry, or doesn’t know how to answer the questions, then that really doesn’t 

matter! Part of the aim of this survey is to discern where there are areas of uncertainty, 

insecurity and doubt – just as much as it is to gather information about good practice. 

 

Finally, thank you very much indeed for your co-operation. I am hopeful that we should have 

some interesting and worthwhile information to guide our discussion at the Diocesan Synod on 

15th March. 

 

 

 

 

The Revd Canon Dr Tim Bull 

on behalf of the Bishop’s Council 

26th January 2014 

 

                                              
1 Please note that in each section, the questions appear in a random order to prevent bias. This means that 
the order of the questions on the paper copy may not match the order that you see the questions on-line. 


