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QUESTIONS 
 
 
I Mr Simon Sarmiento (St Albans Deanery) to ask the Bishop of St Albans:- 
   

In light of the recent interim report from the visitation of the Diocese of Chichester, 
can the Bishop of the Diocese give assurances that our own current diocesan 
safeguarding procedures do not suffer from any of the defects found in Chichester, 
and are compliant in every respect with all national church and civil standards of best 
practice? 

   
 The Bishop of St Albans will respond:- 
 
 From the time that I became Bishop of St Albans I have instituted a continuous 

process of monitoring our procedures with regard to the protection of children and 
vulnerable adults. Our Safeguarding Officer, Mr Chris Lees, is supported by a group 
of highly skilled and knowledgeable professionals, chaired by Judge Phillip Waller, 
and which includes senior representatives from the church, social services and the 
civil authorities. They report regularly to me and to my senior staff. 

 
We took early account of the Baroness Butler Sloss Report and my senior staff and I 
acted immediately on the interim report on events in Chichester Diocese by reviewing 
our procedures and 'tightening up’ where indicated. You may also be aware that we 
posted information on the front page of the Diocesan Website, outlining our 
procedures and stressing the importance that we place on protection and 
safeguarding. 

 
Our procedures comply with the highest standards recommended by the national 
church and civil authorities and they will continue to be modified and enhanced, as 
necessary, as and when further recommendations are received. We will continue to 
keep them under review. 

 
  
II Mr Simon Sarmiento (St Albans Deanery) to ask the Bishop of St Albans:- 
 
 Can the Bishop of the Diocese confirm that a thorough investigation into the archives 

of the diocese has identified all possible historical cases of sexual abuse that were 
not fully dealt with at the time, and if any such cases were found, that they have 
subsequently been fully investigated and dealt with? 

 
 The Bishop of St Albans will respond:- 
  
 This diocese responded rapidly to the 'historic cases' review required by the central 

authorities, and two highly qualified and recommended professionals in the field 
reviewed in detail every personnel file held in this diocese. This included the files of 
retired clergy and those with Permission to Officiate. Where necessary, further 
investigations were instigated and in every case, I am completely satisfied that our 
obligations, both legally and ethically, were both pursued and completed to the fullest 
extent. 

 
 



 
III The Reverend Hugh Symes-Thompson (Bedford Deanery) to ask the Bishop of St 

Albans:-   
  
 How many clergy in this Diocese have now (to the best of the Bishop’s knowledge) 

entered into Civil Partnerships and from how many of these has he received 
assurances that the relationship will remain celibate? 

 
            The Bishop of St Albans will respond:- 
 

At the present time, I am aware of only two clergy in this diocese who have entered 
into Civil Partnerships. These happened before I arrived in the diocese and I 
understand that assurances were given to my predecessor. 

 
 
 


