
ST ALBANS DIOCESAN SYNOD - SATURDAY, 15 MARCH 2014 
 

 
Summary of business 
 
1. PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 

 
The Address can be found on the Diocesan website: http://www.stalbans.anglican.org/ 
 

2.   ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BUSINESS ITEMS 
 

Following a meeting of the House of Clergy to elect a successor to the Reverend Michael 
Bowie as Chair of the House of Clergy and Vice-President of the Synod, the Archdeacon 
of St Albans declared the Reverend Jo Loveridge duly elected.   

 
The Bishop of Hertford welcomed new members to Synod, including two new Bishop’s 
nominees, and noted those people who had recently joined or left the Diocese, taken up 
new roles within the Diocese, retired, or died.  He referred to the work of Sister Elsie, a 
Church Army Officer living in Bedford, who had been commissioned in 1933 and was now 
103.  Synod applauded her ministry. 
 
The President made a statement on a number of topical issues including:  

i. Syria   
ii. Welfare reform 
iii. Pilling Report and report on same- sex marriage  
iv. Flooding crisis 

 
and invited questions from members:  

 
3. CONSECRATION OF WOMEN TO THE EPISCOPATE 

 
The President moved the motion from the Chair: 
 
“That this Synod approve the proposals embodied in the draft Bishops and Priests 
(Consecration and Ordination of Women) Measure and draft Amending Canon No.33.” 

 
 Following debate, the Motion was PUT.  The results of the voting were:  
 

House of Bishops;  For 3, Against 0, Abstentions 0 
House of Clergy;  For 46, Against 3, Abstentions 1 
House of Laity;   For 65, Against 0, Abstentions 4 

 
4. THE LIVING WAGE 

 

Synod received paper DS/14/06.  

5. PROCLAMATION OF AMENDING CANON NO. 27 ACT OF SYNOD – VACANCY IN SEE 
COMMITTEES REGULATION 

 
The Registrar proclaimed the amending of Canon No. 27 and the Act of Synod – Vacancy 

in See Committees Regulation. 

6. LAY MINISTRY STRATEGY 
 

With the Chairman’s permission under Standing Order No. 4, The Reverend Dr Canon Tim 
Bull (Director of Ministry) gave a presentation.  Members then worked in groups.  
 

7. CREDIT UNIONS AND RESPONSIBLE FINANCE 
 

With the Chairman’s permission under Standing Order No. 4, Mr Chris Neilsen, Church and 
Community Officer, gave a presentation.   

http://www.stalbans.anglican.org/


 
Mr Simon Best, Chair of the Board for Church and Society, moved: 

 
This Synod: 

(1) Is concerned by the problems that arise for many people as a result of a high burden 
of personal debt and a financial sector which seems to contribute to growing levels 
of financial inequality. 

(2) Supports Archbishop Justin's campaign for the Church of England to encourage 
thrift, promote responsible personal borrowing and lending, and curb the excesses 
of high-cost lenders 

(3) Asks the Board for Church and Society to establish a working group of people in the 
diocese with financial expertise with the aim of: 

a. Supporting and promoting the growth and development of credit unions to 
provide an alternative finance structure that recycles wealth and finance within 
communities. 

b. Campaigning for greater controls on ‘exploitative’ lending, and helping to 
circulate information on what exploitative lending is. 

c. Encouraging and supporting employees and businesses in the finance sector to 
act responsively and ethically, reflecting on the wider effects of their activity on 
social justice. 

(4) Requests the group to make a progress report to synod, through the Board, in March 
2015. 

 
Following debate, the Motion was PUT and CARRIED unanimously  


