
Ideas for
Candlemas 



Introduction 

At the time of writing this, in the midst of lockdown 3, our church buildings can be open for 
public worship, but many have elected to not take the risk and are worshipping online. 

Lent, Holy Week, and Easter are around the corner. However, before that there is the 
‘Presentation of Christ in the Temple’ often celebrated as Candlemas.  

It should be noted that some church traditions don’t make much of Candlemas…if ever 
there was a year to change that, this is it! Read on to find out why this festival is particularly 
helpful, but first a very ‘light’ historical introduction to Candlemas: 

The Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple is one that has been celebrated since 
the very Early Church based on Luke 2.22-40. 

According to Jewish Law, after giving birth the mother of the child waited for forty days 
before going to the Temple to offer two sacrifices. This made her ritually clean again after 
giving birth. This act, prescribed by the Law, can be found in Leviticus 12:1-8. The Law 
required that a lamb and a pigeon be sacrificed; but if that was too costly then two pigeons 
or doves could be offered instead.  At the same time as this ritual cleansing happened, 
Jesus, as the first-born male, was presented to God as described in Exodus 13:2 and 12-16. 
This is what Mary, the mother of Jesus did. 

It was on the Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple that new candles for the 
church were blessed for use for the coming year. For this reason, there is usually a 
procession of candles at the end of the service at Candlemas.  

This year there may not be many services of Candlemas happening in church, however, it 
seems like a good opportunity to invite regular congregation members to share the light of 
Christ with family, friends, colleagues and neighbours at this time when many feel the 
darkness is pressing in.  
 
Distribution of Candles that have been blessed 
 
A key aspect of Candlemas this year, and an opportunity to share the Good News and hope 
of the Gospel, will be sharing candles that have been blessed and a message of hope with 
those who are sheltering and/or who may not attend church regularly. 
 
How this is done will depend on the situation of each parish, and care will have to be taken 
to be Covid secure.  
 
Blessing the candles 
 
You may want to do this well in advance to minimise the risk of Covid infection (for example 
pray for the candles, place them in envelopes and leave them for 72 hours for people to 
collect from the church porch, etc.). In this case you can symbolically bless a candle as part 
of the worship on Candlemas itself.  



 
Distribution 
 
Parishes with a small number of households may be able to distribute a candle to each 
household. This will not be possible in parishes with many households. In this instance you 
can encourage regular worshippers to think of five local people who they can prayerfully 
consider to give a candle to. Make the candles available in the porch of the church or similar 
and ask regular worshippers to collect them and walk to the households of those they have 
chosen and post them.  
 
Liturgy 
 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons has a Service for Holy Communion on the Feast of the 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple. It is available here: https://bit.ly/3oJAU8X 
 
This service includes a procession of candles (not practical in Covid guidelines: even if you 
are in your building, that level of movement and the risk of not observing social distancing 
means it is not advisable). There is a prayer at the beginning of the procession, but no 
prayer for the blessing of the candles.  
 
Some traditions will be content that a candle is symbolic enough without a blessing. 
However, others will want to pray a blessing for the candles.  
 
There are lots of examples on the internet. Here is one such example: 
 
Minister  Our help is in the name of the Lord; 
All   The maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Minister  The Lord be with you; 
All   And also with you. 
 
Minister Let us pray. 

O Gracious Father, almighty and eternal God,  
you created all things out of nothing,  
and by your command caused the labour of bees  
to be revealed in the perfection of wax.  
You commanded your servant Moses  
to keep lamps continually burning before you.  
Bless and sanctify these candles that their light  
may be for us a visible reminder of the true light  
who enlightens everyone coming into the world.  
As these candles, kindled with a visible flame,  
scatter the darkness of night,  
so also may our hearts be enlightened  
by the invisible fire of the Holy Spirit  
that we might avoid the darkness of sin,  
see your salvation,  



and attain to the Light that never fades away.  
All this we ask through Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns with you  
and the Holy Spirit, One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Other Liturgical Ideas 
  
Preparation 
 
Invite the congregation to close their eyes, the darkness they will see represents our lives 
and the world without the light of Christ. We will pray and ask the light of Christ to come in 
to our lives. When the prayer uses the word ‘eyes’ open your eyes again. 
 
Let us pray.  
Let Jesus bring light to your lives.  
The Lord Jesus give light to your eyes,  
Give light to your mind,  
give light to your heart, 
give light to your hands,  
give light to your whole life 
today and forever. Amen.  
 
A Sermon for inspiration 
 
Malachi 3 v1-5 
Hebrews 2 v14-end 
Luke 2 v22-40 
 
This year is a ‘Covid-Candlemas’. 
 
In the midst of the celebrations of a birth at Christmas we found ourselves heading for or in 
lockdown and probably more aware than we were last year, of our own mortality.  
 
In the midst of life is always death; the passing of our loved ones, in our communities, 
colleagues, friends, and within our families – Covid-related or not - forces us all into the 
uncomfortable place of thinking of death: which for most of us in not a place we want to 
emotionally dwell. Even the writer of Hebrews describes it as ‘held in slavery by the fear of 
death’. All this sounds a little depressing, and you can’t wait to get to the bit of the sermon 
about light and candles.   
 
However, faith isn’t about a naive escapism from the reality of life; a prop or crutch by 
which we ignore the grit and the pain. Faith in Christ is about light and strength; light to 
illumine the dark places and strength to stand upright before them. Christ invites us to see 
the reality through his eyes; and not shut our eyes, stick our fingers in our ears and shout, 
‘La, la, la!’, until the moment passes. Christ implores us to open our eyes, see the sights, 
hear the sounds, the full murky reality of the world and dare to stand before it and hope – 
not alone but together.  



 
Hold that thought as we talk about Snowdrops… 
 
At Candlemas there is a tradition of putting displays of Snowdrops in the church. In fact, 
Snowdrops used to be known more commonly as ‘Candlemas Bells’. Candlemas – or the 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple, the account of which is today’s reading in Luke’s 
Gospel, is the day on which candles were traditionally blessed for use in the coming year. 
The feast of the Presentation of Christ comes forty days after Christmas Day, and so is on 
the 2nd February (or the closest Sunday), hence it is the time of year in the Northern 
Hemisphere when the darkness of winter months is broken by the burst of white Candlemas 
Bells that push through the cold, hard, dark ground to remind us that the light of dawn 
breaks at the darkest moment.  
 
The presentation of Christ in the Temple happened forty days after the birth of Jesus. 
According to Jewish Law after giving birth, the mother waited for those forty days, then 
went to the Temple and offered two sacrifices (see Leviticus 12:1-8). The Law required that 
a lamb and a pigeon be sacrificed, if that was too costly (as it was for the Holy Family) then 
two pigeons or doves could be offered instead.  At the same time as this ritual cleansing 
happened, Jesus, as the first-born male, was presented to God as described in Exodus 13:2 
and 12-16. This is what Mary, the mother of Jesus did. It gave her opportunity to thank God 
for the safe birth of her child and to pray and hope that the child would live for God. It also 
meant that Mary would be purified again.  
 
Now, consider this; in the 40 days since giving birth in a back room in Bethlehem 
surrounded by animals, chaos and straw; all Mary had done was touch the most holy thing 
that had ever been in the world. All she had done was bathe him, nurse him, feed him, sing 
to him, whisper to him, lull him to sleep in her arms. All those things all mothers of new-
borns do. The law declared her unclean and all she had occupied her time with was 
ministering to and worshipping the Son of God, the Holy one, the Messiah.  
 
It’s an odd irony; yet when Jesus declares he came not to abolish the law but to fulfil it; we 
begin to see that what Mary and Joseph did at the temple was not for Mary’s benefit – it 
was not for her relationship with God; but it was for us and for Simeon and Anna.  
 
These faithful two had waited and waited; Simeon at least had been told he wouldn’t face 
death until he’d seen the salvation of Israel; the Lord’s Messiah.  And guided by the Holy 
Spirit he came that day to the Temple and saw in the Christ-Child the full glory of God; the 
salvation of the world. And his words have become for us the Nunc Dimmitis; said at every 
funeral service: words of great power and faithfulness. Words that overcame the slavery of 
the fear of death. Words that give us hope that in our time we too may be at peace with the 
end of life; and hopeful of the Messiah who will raise us up on the last day.  
 
It’s a prayer we can all share in; for in the midst of life there is death. It is my prayer that we 
can all pray Simeon’s words and know that God holds us safe; even in our fear and even in 
our doubt.  
 



Mary did not need the sacrifice; she’d done nothing but hold Christ. We too do not need 
sacrifice to come to God; Christ has paid that for us. So we, like Simeon can come forward in 
worship, hands outstretched to hold Christ in our own hands in the bread and wine of 
Communion. It may be that we can’t do that at this time – and so we prepare our hearts for 
when we can be together again and drawing near with faith to the Table of our Lord.  And 
through the sharing of Holy Communion here and now we become more ready to meet 
Christ when our time comes.  
 
Simeon and Anna in old age were used by God; they gave the greatest witness to the reality 
of Christ in the world.  
 
So for me this story – is about dignity. The dignity of Mary; childbirth did not defile her; 
Christ honoured her. Old Age did not destroy the dignity of Simeon and Anna they were 
used fully by God to proclaim the Messiah, to glorify him.  
 
Nothing defiles us, nothing diminishes us – before Christ we are clean and honoured by his 
power and his grace; by the sacrifice He made for us because of His love for us. 
 
That is why the humble snowdrop, the Candlemas bell, is such a beautiful and hopeful 
symbol. The first sign of life in the darkness and death of winter; strong to withstand snow 
and cold – as strong as Simeon and Anna were strong in faith; multiplying year by year – the 
years do not diminish Candlemas bells nor do the years diminish Simeon and Anna as they 
waited for their time. The Snowdrop is beautiful and dignified, as Mary was; spotless and 
clean undefiled by giving life to God. And the glorious white of the bell reminds us of the 
light of Christ that guides us in the darkness of death and helps us see, to stand upright and 
proud like the stem; to know that the darkness is real but to shine in hope nonetheless.   
 

Kate Peacock and Harry Steele 
 
 


