
Further information can be found at 
www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/museum 
or contact Ruth Broomhall direct at 
palacebeautiful@btinternet.com  
or on 07810 261669

“Ruth’s work carefully balances the facts 
around the story alongside the needs of  
the modern teacher. The cross-referencing, 
suggested activities and enrichment 
opportunities means the learners not only 
engage with the subject matter but they 
have the chance to become creative with 
their learning as well.”
Michael Redmond, 
Senior Teacher and RE Co-ordinator, 
Beauchamp Middle School, Bedford, 
SACRE member for Bedford Borough 

A comprehensive 
curriculum guide for 
Lower, Middle and 
Primary Schools based 
on the world-famous 
spiritual allegory by 
John Bunyan 
(1628–1688)

The Pilgrim’s Progress:
A Curriculum for Schools



he Pilgrim’s Progress is a story that has proved 
the test of time, place, culture, faith, gender, 
age. In the UK, it is part of our national and 

Christian heritage; world-wide it is an international 
bestseller with universal appeal.

It remains the third most published book in the world (after 
the Bible and Harry Potter). It features in the Guardian’s top 100 
books for 2015, passages are still read at significant national 
events and many famous authors have quoted it in, or used it as 
inspiration for, their own writing. Old and new editions, versions 
and translations of the book, together with film and audio 
adaptations, continue to be enjoyed by children and adults the 
world over. His birth date (November 28th) is now recognised 
and celebrated locally as the annual Bedfordshire Day.

The Pilgrim’s Progress:  
A Curriculum for Schools  
includes...

• Brief biography of John Bunyan

• Timeline of Bunyan’s life 
alongside national events

• Using The Pilgrim’s Progress in 
schools – including assembly, 
worship, RE, Literacy, History, 
local History, Enrichment and 
Extension, and the Creative 
Curriculum

• The Story Explained: ten 
detailed story sections with  
key characters and symbolism, 
related Bible verses and texts, 
Christian concepts and 
Bunyan’s real-life inspiration

• A suggested 10 week  
RE scheme of work for KS1,  
Lower and Upper KS2

• Creative Curriculum Map

• Glossary of Christian concepts

• Learning Outside the Classroom 

• Colour-coding and cross-
referencing

• Frieze for classroom display –  
a visual representation of the 
story, core Christian concepts 
plus timeline of Bunyan’s life 
and national events

“The Pilgrim’s Progress: A Curriculum for Schools is inspired,  
not just by the book itself, but by the many children I have 
taught over the years who have responded with such interest  
and enthusiasm. In a society where faith, belief in God and the 
spiritual development of children seems to have a rapidly 
decreasing status, The Pilgrim’s Progress encourages children, 
with their teachers, to explore faith from both a subjective and 
an objective viewpoint. It is a book that I have had reason to 
engage with as teacher, adviser, youth worker and foster carer  
for over 20 years; a story and a resource that I would thoroughly 
recommend. The Pilgrim’s Progress: A Curriculum for Schools 
has been written to enable teachers in classrooms the  
world-over to bring this amazing story – and the faith that 
inspired it – to life.”
Ruth J  Broomhall, Author

“I really enjoyed the story which 
is strange because I usually 
don’t like stories about religion 
and I like John Bunyan’s idea 
to give the characters names 
that describe them. I enjoyed 
everything we did and read 
in these weeks. The museum 
was really fun and interesting 
because we had an opportunity 
to see how the prison was like 
and how JB lived.”
Year 6 pupil 
Livingstone Primary School, Bedford 
Autumn Term 2015
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