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Reaching New People starts here!

People from every deanery, each Board and Committee,
pioneer ministers, ecumenical partners, Mission Shaped
Ministry students and more came to see “Reaching New
People” (RNP) launched. There were people there from a
variety of church traditions, sizes and locations, matching
the intention of RNP that it should be for urban rural,
traditional and new forms of church, small and large.
RNP is the project part-funded by the Church
Commissioners Renewal and Reform grant of £1.75m, to
make new disciples of Christ in St Albans Diocese.
The launch event gathered the newly assembled staff
team to present some of the ways they will support and
promote spiritual and numerical growth. As Bishop Michael
put it in his introduction, “We want to grow spiritually to go
deeper into God and we want to grow numerically so that
there are more of us to make a bigger impact for Christ in
our communities.”
RNP is embedded in Living God’s Love: it is not something
new. The heart of the programme is to help the church
to flourish through putting in place dedicated, expert
teams to help parishes achieve their MAP goals and to
establish new forms of church from, Café Church to Messy
mass, or from those incorpoating Taizé worship to those
incorporating a more sacramental approach. This is a very
real investment of people and money in parishes to make
new disciples of Christ, already eliciting the investment of
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time, commitment and acts of will to seek church growth
among many people in parishes in response.
RNP will seek spiritual and numerical growth by working
towards the flourishing of existing modes or types of
church alongside new missional forms of church or fresh
expressions - in a ‘blended economy’.
The launch explained how support for parishes in each
archdeaconry will come through new Fresh Expressions
Development Officers to help parishes in all contexts and
of all traditions to create sustainable Fresh Expressions. As
well as Church Growth Officers to help parishes develop
their MAPS. There is also a small support team.
A significant amount of the Development Officers’ time
will be spent supporting ‘foundation churches’. These
churches, with a hub in each archdeaconry, are the
first cohort to take part in the project. They will be pilot
projects and centres of best practice, showing that new
forms of church can be developed alongside existing
forms of church. The hope is that this will encourage other
churches to develop a ‘can do, want to do’ attitude towards
this new way of reaching new people. All the foundation
churches will be at different points on their journey to reach
new people, reflecting the different points on the journey of
growth on which they sit.
They are also a reminder that this journey can start at any
point in the life of a church!
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